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 On Jan. 19, Former Third Ward 

Commissioner Joseph P. Possenti, Jr. (right) 
received a recognition plaque from his friend 
and colleague Township Manager Dick Lehr. 

Possenti Thanked For Service 
Third Ward Commissioner Joseph 
Possenti, Jr. announced his resignation 
from the board at the Dec. 15 
commissioners' meeting, with a year 
left on his fourth elected term. 
Possenti cited his need to tend to the 
demands of a growing family as the 
reason for his departure. 
The former Sun Valley football star 
and coach logged 15 years as a 
township commissioner, serving as 
board president for four years. 
Possenti was universally praised by 
his fellow commissioners for the fiscal 
expertise he brought to the township 
as finance committee chairman. 
"Joe has been a real asset to this board 
for 15 years and I want to thank him 
and wish him the best in his business 
and all his family endeavors," said 
Commissioners President Gary 
Robinson, prompting a standing 
ovation for Possenti. 

You can follow the Aston Public 
Library on Facebook by visiting 

www.facebook.com/astonlibrary. 

 

 
Honorable Senior Magisterial District Justice 
Kenneth Miller swore in interim Third Ward 
Commissioner Mark Osborn (center) at the 

board's January session, while his wife 
Michele Osborn held the Bible. 

Osborn Returns 
To Community Service 

Mark T. Osborn, of Jennifer Lane, has 
been appointed to serve as interim 
Third Ward Commissioner, in the 
wake of Joseph Possenti's resignation. 
Osborn's interim term will expire on 
Jan. 1, 2012, but the Republican 
appointee will be seeking an elected 
four-year term at the polls this year. 
Osborn, 61, has lived in Aston since 
he was 4 years old. He is a 1967 
graduate of St. James High School. 
Osborn is currently employed as the 
Dean of Enrollment Management at 
Valley Forge Military College. 
He spent four years (1995-99) on the 
Penn-Delco School Board, serving one 
year as board vice president and 
another as president. 
"I'm looking forward to working with 
the Third Ward committee people, " 
Osborn stated on Jan. 19, at his first 
meeting as a township commissioner. 
"Most importantly, as a lifelong 
resident of Aston, I'm honored and 
look forward to serving the residents 
of the Third Ward."  

*** 
Read an expanded version of 
each month's newsletter at 

www.astontownship.net 
*** 

 
Giant Convenience Store and 

Fuel Islands Approved 
Commissioners have unanimously 
approved (with Osborn abstaining) a 
permitted-use plan to erect a 1,000-sq. 
ft. convenience store and 12 gasoline 
pumps on three islands on a 1.8-acre 
lot, located between Mr. Wizard Car 
Wash and CNN Skate Palace on the 
south side of Concord Road. 
The new commercial enterprise will 
be operated by Giant Food Store, the 
same company that owns the 
supermarket directly across Concord 
Road. The v-shaped lot (outlined in 
red on drawing) will have an 
entrance/exit driveway off Concord 
Road, and will be buffered from 
residential properties by trees and 
fences. 
The convenience store and fueling 
facility will be built during 2011, with 
an opening date yet to be determined. 

*** 

 
Careful what you wish for... 



Aston Establishes 
'Neighbors Helping Neighbors' 

Food Pantry 
Starting this winter, the Aston 
Township Community Center on 
Concord Rd. will be utilized as a food 
pantry collection depot that will help 
feed dozens of local families and 
children. 
This year-round help network is 
building on a successful effort at 
Christmas, when Aston Police Officer 
Tom Hearty enlisted Giant Food Store 
to donate the ingredients for turkey 
dinners to 15 local needy families. 
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
network has already recruited Giant, 
the Aston Police Department, the 
Penn-Delco School District, and other 
Aston organizations that want to help. 
Non-perishable food items can be 
dropped off at the Community Center 
any day of the week during business 
hours. Community Center staff will 
securely store all donations. 
All donated items (including gift 
cards, individual cans or cases of 
food) will be distributed to needy local 
families, as contributions allow in the 
coming months. 
"These are families who have fallen 
on hard times because of job loss or 
just can't make ends meet. We're 
going to help provide some food for 
them, so they can pay some other 
bills," Sixth Ward Commissioner Jim 
Stigale stated. 
"So we're asking for anyone shopping 
at Giant who sees a two-for-one 
special to drop off one of those items 
at the Community Center." 
"We helped families at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, but now it's time to 
help year round," suggests Stigale. 

*** 
Welcome Angels Give Thanks 

The Aston Angels Network held its 
4th annual Holiday Toy Drive  in 
2010, helping to make Christmas a 
happier time for 22 struggling local 
families, with a total of 55 children.  
At commissioners' January meeting, 
AAN Member Alicia Simpson 
thanked a laundry list of 40 local 
residents, businesses, organizations, 
donors, contributors, and supporters 
who helped the charitable group do its 
good deeds. 
"I just wanted you all to see how much 
help we had with our toy drive this 
year," Simpson said, before giving 
commissioners a recognition plaque in 

appreciation of the township's ongoing 
support. 
To learn more about sponsoring or co-
sponsoring  families in the community 
and other Angel efforts to brighten the 
holidays in 2011, visit the website at 
info@astonangelnetwork.com. 

*** 
Cooperation Needed 

From Property Owners 
Commissioners are asking all 
township residents and businesses to 
help the township provide essential 
services and maintain public safety, 
especially in the wake of a snowfall. 
-Whenever possible, do not park in 
a public street during a snowstorm. 
Fewer cars allows for better plowing. 
-A 30-inch-wide pathway must be 
cleared on sidewalks within 30 
hours of a snowfall ending. Failure to 
comply is a citable offense, under the 
township code. 
Property owners are also responsible 
for keeping icy sidewalks treated with 
rock salt or anti-skid material, such as 
ashes or sawdust. 
-Property address numbers must be 
kept visible at all times to assist 
emergency responders. - Obviously, 
this common-sense safety law applies 
to all seasons of the year. 

*** 
Snow Requires Extra 
Safety On Roadways 

Among the lessons learned from last 
February's record-setting snowfall is 
the fact that additional safety 
precautions must be taken to survive a 
snow event on the highway. 
PennDOT urges all motorists to 
observe the following safety rules 
during and immediately after a 
snowfall: 
-Before driving, always clear snow 
and ice from the mirrors, front and 
rear windshields, hood, roof, and tail 
lights of a vehicle. 
-Maintain twice the normal 
following distance behind other 
vehicles when snow is falling. 
Following too close is the cause of 
most snow-related crashes. 
-Stay at least six car lengths behind a 
snow plow. Never try to pass a snow 
plow, as the plow blade is wider than 
the truck. 
-Since windshield wash is used more 
frequently during the winter, the 
reservoir under the hood needs to be 
checked and refilled more often. 

*** 

Commissioners Make Appointments 
Among Commissioners first business 
items of the new year were a series of 
appointments and re-appointments to a 
variety of public service positions. 
The following postings were all 
unanimously approved at the Jan. 19 
board meeting: 
After the resignation of Virginia 
'Ginny' Wakefield was accepted with 
regret, C. Robert Hoyt and Harry Hill 
III were re-appointed to the Aston 
Township Library Board of Trustees 
for 3-year terms; Cindy Limpchisky 
was appointed to her first 3-year term; 
and Michele Dorman was appointed to 
serve the remaining two years on 
Wakefield's unexpired term. 
Katherine 'Kit' Spayd, Christopher 
Possenti, Dina Liss, and Sean Joyce 
were appointed to the Aston Township 
Citizens Advisory Committee for      
3-year terms. 
Sister Corinne Wright, Michael Panco,  
and John Marchlik were re-appointed 
to the Aston Township Planning 
Commission for 4-year terms. 
After the resignation of Robert Naef 
was accepted with regret, Eric Delellis 
was re-appointed to the Aston 
Township Zoning Hearing Board for a 
5-year term; Michael Viscuso was 
appointed to his first 5-year term 
(moving from alternate to full board 
member); and Donald Miller was 
appointed to serve as an alternate until 
January 2015. 
Thomas  Cozza  was   re-appointed  to 
the Southwest Delaware County 
Municipal Authority for a 5-year term. 
Philip Ewaka was re-appointed to the 
Aston Township Board of Health for a 
5-year term. 
Otto Zitarelli was re-appointed to the 
Aston Township Civil Service 
Commission for a 6-year term. 
James Graham and Joseph Ahearn 
were both re-appointed to the Aston 
Township Veterans' Memorial Garden 
Foundation for 5-year terms; Kit 
Spayd and Maryann Bullen were 
appointed to 3-year terms; and Jeffrey 
Brown was appointed to a 2-year term.  
"To everyone who was appointed this 
evening, I want to wish you luck and 
thank you for your service and 
dedication to our town," stated Second 
Ward Commissioner Carol Graham. 

*** 
To learn more about Aston  

businesses, visit www.astonba.com 



Presidents Day 
Trash Collections 

In observance of Presidents Day, 
township offices will be closed and 

no trash or recycling  
will be collected 

on Monday, Feb. 21 
Monday's trash & recycling route 

will be picked up on  
Tuesday, Feb. 22 

*** 
Road Crews Earn Kudos 

At the Jan. 19 board meeting, several 
commissioners pointed out what many 
residents and commuters already knew 
about Aston Township streets, where 
this winter's succession of snowfalls 
have all been plowed promptly and 
efficiently by public works department 
road crews.  
"This winter is not going to let up - it's 
going to keep coming at us," First 
Ward Commissioner V. Michael 
Fulginiti predicted.  
"I have a lot of people that come into 
my office (at Five Points) from 
surrounding communities, and I can 
tell you that the roads outside of Aston 
are not plowed as good as those in 
Aston. I hear that every day." 
"I want to give kudos to the public 
works department for the fine job that 
they continue to do," stated Fulginiti. 
"They really do a wonderful job," 
agreed Sixth Ward Commissioner Jim 
Stigale, who serves as chairman of the 
public works committee. 
"This is who the kids can blame for 
having to go to school, because the 
busses can get through," Stigale noted. 
"Then they turn around and pick up 
your trash the same day. These guys 
really put in a lot of hours. They are 
dedicated, fine employees, and I want 
to say thank you," said Stigale. 
"Our public works department is 
second to none," Commissioners 
President Gary Robinson boasted. 
"They are out there for 13 to 14-hour 
shifts, go home to get a few hours 
sleep, then come back to make sure 
that the streets in our township are 
clean. They do an outstanding job." 

*** 
Girls Softball Signups 
At Community Center 

Sign-ups for the 2011 season of Aston 
AA Girls Softball will be held in the 
Community Center on Concord Road 
on the following dates: 

Thursdays, Feb. 3 and Feb. 10, 
from 6 to 8pm each night, and 
Saturday, Feb. 12, from 10am to 
1pm. 
Fees are the same as last season. To 
learn more, visit astonaasoftball.com. 

*** 

 
Public Meetings and Special Events 

February 7-11, 2011 (Mon-Fri) 
Bulk Trash & Appliance Pick-ups 

 
February 7, 2011 (Monday) 

6:30pm in municipal building 
Public Works Committee Meeting 

 
February 7, 2011 (Monday) 

7:30pm in municipal building 
New Construction Committee Meeting 

 
February 8, 2011 (Tuesday) 

6:30pm in municipal building 
Police Committee Meeting 

 
February 8, 2011 (Tuesday) 

7:30pm in municipal building 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
February 15, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm at Aston Public Library 

Library Board Meeting 
 

February 16, 2011 (Wednesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 

February 21, 2011 (Monday) 
Township offices closed; 

No trash or recycling collections 
Presidents Day Holiday 

 
February 22, 2011 (Tuesday) 

7pm in municipal building 
Zoning Hearing Board Meeting 

 
February 23, 2011 (Wednesday)  

7pm in municipal building 
Planning Commission Meeting 

*** 
Seniors Take In Shows 

Aston Senior Citizens will meet on 
Thursday, Feb. 24, starting at 
10:45am, at the Community Center.  
The ASC is planning a trip to the 
Rainbow Dinner Theater to see the 
comedy Send Me No Flowers on 
March 17. The $80 tickets include 
lunch, transportation, taxes and tips. 
Sign up at the February meeting to 
reserve a bus seat. 

*  

The Aston-Chichester Chapter of 
AARP will meet Monday, Feb. 28, 
starting at 10:45am, at St. James 
Episcopal Church on Concord Rd. 
AARP is currently enrolling new 
members. Dues are $10 per year. For 
more information, call President Ruth 
Brusstar at 610-494-1534. 
AARP Chapter 3614 is planning a bus 
trip to the Tropicana Casino in 
Atlantic City on Wednesday, Feb. 16. 
The cost is $21 per person, which 
includes transportation and a ticket to 
the Mark Antonelli Show. The bus 
leaves Furey Rd. at 10:15am and 
returns by 7pm. To reserve a seat, call 
Margo at 610-358-0704. 

*** 
Historical Society Welcomes 

Restoration Experts 
The next meeting of the Aston 
Township Historical Society will be 
held in the municipal building on 
Thursday, Feb. 10, starting at 7pm. 
The gathering will feature a 
presentation by Jerry and Kim Fink - 
local preservationists who have 
bought and restored several historic 
properties over the past decade. Two 
of the couple's restoration projects 
have won the Historic Preservation 
Award. 
In 2005, the Finks acquired and 
renovated the house and barn at 
Hillwood Farm on Pennell Road in 
Aston. The site is notable for the 
carved tree sculpture (depicting a 
collection of wild animals) that sits 
roadside. 

*** 
Lawn Alternatives Offered 

The Chester-Ridley-Crum Watersheds 
Association and Penn State University 
will be hosting a free seminar from 2-
3:30pm on Feb. 20, regarding options 
for property owners other than 
maintaining a lush green lawn. The 
environmental advantages and 
personal benefits of natural landscapes 
and planted gardens will be discussed 
under the heading: "Lawn Alternatives 
for the Real World." 
The public information session will be 
held in the Tomezsko Building 
auditorium on the Penn State 
Brandywine campus, and will be led 
by notable Ecological Landscape 
Designer and Speaker Larry Weaner. 
Preregistration is requested. 
For more information, visit 
crc@nni.com or call 610-892-8731. 

*** 



 
Signing the Kids Guestbook at the Aston 

Public Library gives young patrons a chance 
to let their artistic side come out, while telling 

the world just how they feel about reading. 

 
Library Goes Wireless 

The Aston Public Library now offers 
wireless Internet access (WiFi) in the 
building. Please come to the 
circulation desk to sign up. 
WiFi service has been provided 
through a free Internet line supplied 
by Comcast, free technical help from 
BobCurley.com, and a $3,600 grant 
from the Praxair Foundation, 
according to Library Director Stephen 
Sarazin. 

* 
The library recently added new books 
about computer skills, both basic and 
advanced. Most can be found in the 
001-009 area at the start of the non-
fiction section. 

* 
The library now has a collection of 
"graphic novels," aka comic books. 
These can be found in the new 
Graphic Novel space, located at the 
end of the Young Adult area. 

* 

To become a Friend of the Library, go 
to www.astonlibrary.org and click on 
"Join Our Friends" to send in your 
information. 

* 
All library patrons now have free 
access to Mango Languages, an online 
language-learning program. All you 
need is a library card to get free 
unlimited access. 
A total of 22 languages are offered to 
English speakers, while English is 
offered to speakers of 12 other 
languages. Access Mango Languages 
at www.delcolibraries.org. 

*** 
Emergency Services 
Kept Busy In 2010 

Year-end activity summaries from 
Green Ridge Fire Co. and Aston-
Beechwood Fire Co. and Ambulance 
Corps show that Aston emergency 
responders made a difference in the 
lives of thousands of residents during 
2010. 
Over the course of last year, Green 
Ridge answered 670 fire calls and 183 
medical alarms, while Aston-
Beechwood responded to 435 fire calls 
and 1,328 EMS calls. 
That's a total of 2,616 calls answered, 
and an average of over seven per day. 
Somehow, saying thank you just 
doesn't seem to be enough. Please 
support Aston's emergency services 
with annual contributions. 

*** 
Liquid Fuel Funds Sought 

Commissioners have approved an 
application to the county for allocation 
of $18,833 from the Liquid Fuels 
Fund in 2011. The amount was 
calculated from township expenditures 
for fuel in 2010. 
By law, Liquid Fuels reimbursement 
must be utilized for road-related 
expenses. Aston Township will apply 
the funding to this summer's $200,000 
road-paving program. 

*** 

 
Progress continues at Fisher's Corner 
(the intersection of Concord, Convent, 
and Aston Mills Rds.), where student 
housing for Neumann University is 

under construction. Completion of the 
84-bed, three-story building 

is expected by July. 

American Legion Post 926: 
'Veterans Serving Veterans' 

Living up to the American Legion's 
motto, Green Ridge Memorial Post 
926 on Concord Road is all about 
veterans providing service to other 
veterans and their families. 
In addition to regular Legion 
members, Post 926 has an Auxiliary 
Unit, a Junior Auxiliary Unit, and a 
Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron. Collectively, the members 
support local youth and American 
Legion baseball teams, Boy Scout 
troops, churches, police and fire 
departments. In 2010, Post 926 spent 
over $7,000 and countless volunteer 
hours to help fill veterans needs at 
Southeast Veterans Hospital. 
Sponsoring an annual Easter Egg Hunt 
for Aston children, providing honor 
guards for deceased vets, and 
participating in every parade and 
public event that the township holds 
are visible ways that Post 926 
contributes to the community. 
All veterans, as well as their spouses 
and children, are welcome to join AL 
Post 926. for more information, send 
email to post926@comcast.net. 

 
The laying of a wreath by Post 926 Poppy 

Queens is a Memorial Day tradition in Aston. 
*** 

Handicap Parking Space Approved 
Commissioners have approved the 
placement of a "Handicap Only" 
parking sign in the vicinity of 25 New 
Road. The pending installation was 
recommended by the Aston Township 
traffic safety officer. 

*** 
Free Smoke Detectors 

To learn how to receive a free smoke 
detector for your home, visit 

www.astonbeechwood72.com  
*** 

All newsletter submissions must be 
received by the 24th of the month.  
Submit newsletter information to 

newsletter@astontownship.net   
or to castarkis@comcast.net  

mailto:newsletter@astontownship.net�
mailto:castarkis@comcast.net�


Recycling Reduces Trash Fees 
The amount Aston residents ultimately 
pay for trash processing depends on 
the total tonnage collected and how 
much trash tonnage is reduced through 
recycling. 
Recyclables include: cartons (milk/ 
juice), aluminum/metal cans, #1 and 
#2 plastic bottles and jugs (caps 
removed), phone books, greeting cards 
and junk mail, glass bottles and jars, 
loose metal jar lids and steel bottle 
caps, paper towel rolls, corrugated 
cardboard and paper bags (flattened). 
***Please note: All recyclables must

Different types of recyclable items can 
be co-mingled in a recycling can, but 
newspapers should be bundled or 
bagged and placed next to the can. 

 
be  separated   from   regular  trash.  

For the month of December 2010, 
recycling collections included 70 tons 
of co-mingled items picked up 
curbside, 12 tons of newspaper 
collected in the container behind the 
municipal building, 156 lbs. of 
aluminum cans collected by the Aston 
Lions Club, and 860 lbs. of scrap 
metal and 36 truckloads of leaves 
picked up by the public works 
department. 
Township revenue generated by 
recycling in December 2010 totaled 
$266. 

*** 

 
Second Ward Commissioner Carol Graham 
is the familiar face featured on the first of a 

series of celebrity posters that the Aston 
Public Library will be creating to promote 

the endless benefits of reading. 
*** 

Park Is For Pedestrians 
Residents should take note that cars 
are not permitted in Vinsmith Park. 
Violating vehicles will be towed. 

*** 
If any resident knows of an Aston 

veteran who is returning home from 
overseas duty, please notify the 

township office of the expected date 
and time of arrival, so that a red 

carpet welcome can be organized.  

*** 
Beware Vehicle Break-ins   

Aston police are advising residents to 
avoid keeping valuables in parked 
vehicles or to lock valuables in the 
trunk. Break-ins occur day and night, 
targeting locked and unlocked cars. 
The most common items stolen are 
electronic equipment, like laptop 
computers and GPS units.  

*** 
Boys Lacrosse Sign-ups Open 

Aston AA Boys Lacrosse offers 
instructional programs for grades K 
thru 2, and fields competitive travel 
teams for grades 3 thru 8. 
"We provide the opportunity for 
young men to learn and enjoy the 
exciting sport of lacrosse - the fastest 
sport on two feet, in a safe and 
instructive environment," says Aston 
AA Lacrosse President Kevin Tinsley. 
Registration for 2011 is available at 
www.astonlax.com.  
For more information, email Tinsley 
directly at ktinsley@comcast.net. 

*** 
Seniors Keeping Tabs On Charity 

In support of the Ronald McDonald 
House of Delaware, Aston Senior 
Citizens are collecting the pop tabs 
from aluminum cans. The Ronald 
McDonald House is a home away 
from home for critically ill or injured 
children and their families. 
The charity receives an average of 30 
cents per pound of can tabs collected, 
with 1,267 tabs in every pound. 
Collecting just the tab is more space 
efficient, as there is more aluminum in 
each tab than in the can itself. 
In 2009, the Ronald McDonald House 
received $5,310 from pop tabs, with 
over 17 million collected by groups 
like the ASC. 
Please bring your tabs to the next ASC 
meeting, or contact Marge Dwyer at 
610-497-1666 for more information. 

*** 
Swiss Farms Coming To Aston 

A 1,750-sq. ft. Swiss Farms drive-thru 
convenience store may soon be built 
in the vacant lot across Pennell Rd. 
from the municipal building. 
The land development approval 
process for the proposed chain store 
will begin soon. 

*** 
Aston PD Adds Officers 

The Aston Police Department has 
promoted Officer Colleen Joyce from 
part-time to full-time status, effective 

Jan. 8, 2011, while Probationary 
Patrolman Joseph Hart, Jr. has been 
hired as a part-timer, effective Jan. 3. 
Hart must pass physical and 
psychological examinations, prior to 
starting his one-year probationary 
period. 
Both police officers are Aston 
Township residents. 

*** 

 
This framed artist's sketch of the historic 
Village Green One-Room Schoolhouse off 

Old Pennell Rd. now hangs prominently on 
the wall of the public meeting room in the 

municipal building. The artwork was 
donated to the township by former Aston 
building inspector Jim Stewart, who now 

lives in Florida. 
*** 

Emergency Preparation 
Begins At Home 

Citizens rely on emergency services to 
protect our town's health and welfare, 
but it is also important that each 
individual household recognizes the 
need for emergency preparation. 
Among the precautions that every 
family should take is establishing a 
crisis plan in advance. 
Many hazardous situations call for 
sheltering-in-place. Bottled water, a 
flashlight, battery-operated radio, and 
fresh batteries are among the items 
that should be kept at home for 
emergencies. 
If evacuation is called for, secure your 
home; bring pets indoors and provide 
them with food and water for at least 
three days; and bring along extra 
clothing, medications, and bedding or 
blankets for your family. 
An emergency evacuation supply kit 
should be pre-packed and easily 
accessible, and should include cash, 
non-perishable foods, bottled water, 
personal toiletries, first-aid items, an 
extra set of car/house keys, and 
important papers (id, insurance cards). 
During a community-wide emergency, 
do not call 911 unless reporting an 
immediate life-threatening situation. 



*** 
Hometown Historian Tells  

Tales of Aston Mills  
Lifetime Aston resident Paul 
Dougherty, who founded the Aston 
Township Historical Society in 1993, 
recently completed a 40-page booklet 
of his hometown recollections, entitled 
Growing Up In Aston Mills.  
The pocket-sized book gives the 
reader a glimpse of a by-gone era in 
Aston's storied history. The tales told 
span the 20th century, while the 
educational text is augmented by black 
& white photos of yesteryear.  
Dougherty reveals many personal 
details of his own childhood, but also 
relates the evolution of Aston from 
industrial mill town to thriving suburb.  
The booklet contains stories that few 
Aston residents would recall today, 
such as the following excerpt:  
"Sledding: When Aston Mills 
kids would go sledding in the 
snow, we would start the ride at 
Fishers' Corner and go all the 
way down Aston Mills hill, 
across the bridge and part way 
up the hill on the other side, 
which is now Birney Highway. 
Kids were posted at Ford 
Avenue and Mount Road to 
watch out for vehicles. When 
the lookout at Ford Avenue saw 
that a group was ready to sled 
down the hill, he would signal 
the lookout at Mount Road 
(near the base of the hill) to 
stop any vehicles from coming 
up the hill. 
After sledders got to the bottom 
of Aston Mills Road, they would 
try to catch the back bumper of 
a car or bus to get a quick ride 
back to the top of the hill. Most 
bus drivers did not usually care 
if this was done." 
Copies of Growing Up In Aston Mills 
are for sale for $5 each at the Aston 
Township Historical Society room at 
the Community Center on Monday 
evenings and every day at Aston 
Pharmacy, located at the corner of 
Scheivert Ave. and Concord Rd. All 
proceeds will benefit the ATHS and 
help preserve historical resources.  

*** 
GFWC Open To All Women 

The General Federation Woman's 
Club of Aston holds monthly meetings 

at the Community Center on the fourth 
Monday of every month, from 
September through June. 
Membership is open to all women. If 
you are interested in community 
involvement, please come and join us. 
For more GFWC information, call 
610-497-5234. 

*** 
To maintain a safe environment 

for children, all residents, and 
especially those living near schools, 

are urged to dial 911 or call the 
Aston PD at 

to report any suspicious activity. 
610-497-2633 

*** 
Aston AA Basketball Turns 50 

The 2010-2011 season is the 50th year 
of community basketball in Aston. 
Established in 1960, the Aston AA 
Basketball League remains dedicated 
to entertaining and educating children. 
In celebration of this community 
spirit, the league is offering team 
sponsorships. Organizations can 
sponsor a travel or intramural team for 
boys or girls at various age groups for 
a $500 tax-deductible donation. 
The benefits of sponsorship include 
having your company name on a 
team's jersey; being listed on the 
Aston AA website; and getting a team 
plaque suitable for display. 
To learn more, contact Brian Palmore 
at astonbasketball@comcast.net or 
Lisa Gray at lisa@phoenixipv.com. 

*** 

 
Eagle Scout-to-be Donnie Potts recently 

joined Barbara DiMario in welcoming a 7-ft. 
carved angel to the Parents of Murdered 

Children Memorial Garden in Upper Chi. 
* 

Regional Effort Lands 
Angel In Memorial Garden 

The Lord recently moved in strange 
ways to orchestrate the replacement of 
a fallen angel at one of his most sacred 
listening posts. 
The wooded 3.5-acre Parents of 
Murdered Children Memorial Garden 
off Furey Rd. in Upper Chichester was 
established in 2000, and now holds 53 
memorials built to honor the memory 
of lost children. PoMC Delco Chapter 
Founder and President Barbara 
DiMario has enjoyed a long and 
mutually-beneficial relationship with 
the Boy Scouts of America, whose 
members have now done nine Eagle 
Scout projects to enhance the PoMC 
site. 
The latest scouting contribution came 
on the heels of the garden's wire-
framed guardian angel being 
destroyed by a fallen tree branch last 
spring. Seeking a replacement, 
DiMario (an Aston resident) put 
feelers out, hoping for a civic-minded 
scout to provide a new Angel of Hope. 
Donnie Potts, of Ridley Park, is a 
Ridley High School junior and a 
member of Troop 43 of Woodlyn. By 
chance, Scoutmaster Fred Sach 
(whose wife is former Sun Valley 
High School Choral Director Jean 
Sach) learned of DiMario's needs and 
knew that Potts was looking for just 
such a project to fulfill his Eagle Scout 
requirements. 
Potts then went about raising $1,200 
to fund the creation of a new angel. A 
chainsaw artist in South Jersey was 
commissioned to carve the pine statue 
and mount the 350-lb. angel on an oak 
base. 
Rick Yanuzzi offered storage space at 
Rick's Sheds in Aston, until the 
hillside site in the PoMC garden was 
wired for lighting and prepared for the 
angel's delivery on Dec. 22. 
Yanuzzi is no stranger to helping out 
DiMario or Eagle Scouts. The PoMC 
park is home to two gazebos, three 
footbridges, and two storage sheds, all 
donated by Rick's Sheds. 

*** 
Tax Increase Pared Down 

The final 2011 operating budget for 
Aston Township will require a 0.35-
mill property tax increase to balance, 
which is almost half the millage 
increase proposed in the preliminary 
budget. 



The new tax rate is 4.0 mills. The total 
breaks down to 3.39 mills for general 
purposes, .47 mills for debt payment, 
.1 mills for fire protection, and .04 
mills to fund the library. 
Finance Committee Chairman Joseph 
Possenti noted that the 2011 tax 
increase is Aston's first tax hike since 
2007. 
Meanwhile, the annual trash service 
fee will hold steady at $220 per single 
family unit in 2011. If this amount is 
not paid in full by June 1, collections 
for that property will cease until the 
fee, plus a 10% penalty, is paid. 
This year's final budget total is 
$11,018,000, which represents a 7.7% 
increase over 2010 spending. 
Rising operating costs include a 3% 
pay increase for all full-time township 
employees and 2% for part-timers. 
The root of the tax increase is 
$800,000 of capital expenditures in 
2011, according to Possenti. 
Other anticipated expenditures for 
next year include new computer 
equipment for the township office, the 
hiring of an additional police officer, 
and the purchase of new vehicles for 
the code enforcement and police 
departments, and a new dump truck 
for public works. 
The township will maintain a 
$200,000 road improvement program 
in 2011, and allot the same 
contributions made in 2010 to support 
the library, fire companies, and youth 
athletic leagues. 
The purchase of a new truck for 
recycling collections ($147,000), 
backflow check valves for Edgar Ave. 
homes ($72,000), and an emergency 
generator for the Community Center 
($80,000) will all be covered by 
funding received through grants. 

*** 
Commissioners Aim 
To Clean Up Town 

Recent revisions to the township's 
littering law include a prohibition on 
leaving grass clippings in the street, 
while certificates of occupancy for 
residences will be withheld, if 
sidewalks, curbs, or driveways are in 
disrepair. 
Grass clippings blown or swept into a 
public street can lead directly to 
clogged storm sewers, which can lead 
to roadway flooding. Hence, grass 
clippings are now deemed as litter, 
joining the discarding of papers, 
bottles, and cans as a citable offense. 

Whenever a property is sold or 
transferred to another owner, the 
condition of deteriorated sidewalks, 
curbs, and driveway aprons must be 
addressed. Broken, cracked, or loose 
concrete presents a public safety 
hazard, and must be repaired or 
replaced prior to the issuance of a CO. 
Commissioners have also amended the 
property maintenance ordinance to 
include the removal of weeds in and 
around the sidewalk and curb area. 
Flower or vegetable gardens are the 
only portion of residential lots that do 
not have to be mowed and kept as a 
lawn, under the updated ordinance. 

*** 
 
 


