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Of the 24 Delco sites that were targeted this 

year for the annual stream clean-up, the 
largest turnout (50 volunteers) was at Lewis 

Fisher Memorial Park and Poore Park. 
* 

Clean-up Removes Tons of Junk 
In conjunction with the annual spruce-
up of Lewis Fisher Memorial Park, the 
annual clean-up of the West Branch of 
Chester Creek was held on May 7.  
The stream clean-up was organized by 
the Chester-Ridley-Crum Creek 
Watersheds Association. In all, 20 
municipalities participated, with a 
total of 18 tons of refuse being 
removed from Delco waterways. 
All creek-cleaners received a CRC t-
shirt and attended a picnic at Ridley 
Creek State Park. 
Second Ward Commissioner Carol 
Graham co-coordinated the Aston 
effort, and expressed her gratitude to 
all those who pitched in. In addition to 
CRC and Second Ward volunteers, a 
thank you was extended to Boy Scout 
Troop 292, Delco Manning Trout 
Unlimited, Green Weaver Landscapes, 
Calvary Episcopal Church, Aston-
Beechwood Fire Co., Glen Riddle 
Rotary, and Stantec Consulting. 

 
Stream clean-up volunteer Greg Nichols adds 
more junk to a growing pile. The 3.75 tons of 

trash pulled from the West Branch of 
Chester Creek filled two dump trucks and 

included a motorcycle, two engine blocks, the 
wooden spokes and hub of a wagon wheel, 

and an assortment of tires. 

 
Please Respect Our Flag 

Summertime brings a number of 
national holidays and public parades 
that prominently feature the American 
flag. The Stars & Stripes is not simply 
the symbol of the United States, but 
represents all the men and women 
who have served in the American 
military, some of whom have made 
the ultimate sacrifice. 
To show the flag the respect that this 
proud symbol is due, when Old Glory 
passes by in a parade or in review, all 
military, police, and fire personnel (in 
or out of uniform) should give a 
military salute, while all other 
Americans should remove headwear 
and place their right hand over the 
heart. Citizens of other countries 
should stand at attention. 

*** 

 
Senior District Magisterial Judge Kenneth 
Miller (right) congratulates Aston's newest 

full-time police officer, Patrolman Jason 
Farrell, holding his 4-year-old son Jacob. 

* 
Aston Adds Full-time Officer 

At commissioners' May 18 meeting, 
Aston resident/Patrolman Jason Farrell 
was sworn in as a full-time officer 
with the Aston Police Department. 
The Honorable District Justice 
Kenneth N. Miller administered the 
oath, while Farrell's son Jacob held the 
Bible. 
Farrell's full-time status officially 
begins on June 2. He will undergo a 

one-year probationary period. He will 
be paid at an hourly rate of $24.78. 
May 18 will be a memorable date for 
the Farrells, as it also featured the 
birth of Jason and wife Rebecca's 
second son, Jameson Thomas, who 
weighed in at 8 lbs. and 3 oz. on 
arrival. 

*** 

 
Mike Hoffman (striped shirt) is joined by his 

family in thanking and recognizing the 
emergency responders who recently saved 

the grateful Giant employee's life. 
Pictured (l to r): (Back row) Green Ridge 
Firefighter/EMTs Marc Calvecchio and 
Chris Schmid, and Aston Police Officers 

Gary Smith and Tom Giancristoforo; (Front 
row) Nurse Natalie Schmid with daughter 
Haylie, Felicia Hoffman holding 2-year-old 

son Brayden, and EMT Sara Walters, 
kneeling with 4-year-old Mikey Hoffman. 

(see story on page 2) 
* 

Read an expanded version of 
each month's newsletter at 

www.astontownship.net 
*** 

 
Aston resident Barbara DiMario received a 

bouquet of flowers and a certificate from 
Township Manager Dick Lehr, as tokens of 

appreciation from Aston Township. 



Citizen Bid Fond Farewell 
Community activist and 18-year Aston 
resident Barbara DiMario is moving to 
northern Michigan, but before she sets 
out for cooler climates, she was 
publicly recognized for her 
contributions to the community. 
DiMario has been a perennial 
volunteer at the township's annual 
Community Day festivities, and 
played an active role in establishing a 
Veterans Memorial Garden at Five 
Points Intersection. 
DiMario is also the founder of the 
Delco chapter of Parents of Murdered 
Children.  
Commissioners wished the DiMarios 
all the best in their next "adventure." 
Commissioners President Gary 
Robinson, who has been the DiMarios' 
neighbor, added "Stay warm!" to his 
farewell to the future Michiganites. 
"I am honored, and was quite 
surprised!" DiMario stated after being 
feted by commissioners at their May 
18 meeting. "I've really enjoyed the 
time I've lived here," she said. 

*** 
Meals-On-Wheels 

Needs Help 
The Aston Township arm of the 
Meals-On-Wheels program is in 
desperate need of volunteers to 
continue the practice of providing 
nutritious hot meals to local shut-ins. 
Help is needed to pack and deliver 
meals in Aston and the surrounding 
area. The program operates out of the 
Aston Community Center on Concord 
Road, with each day (Monday-Friday) 
requiring about one and a half hours of 
volunteer time. 
Volunteers can devote as little as one 
day per month. A suitable schedule 
will be worked out for willing 
volunteers. 
Interested parties are urged to call 
Joan Hanlon at 610-485-2729 or 
Ralph Buschman at 610-494-3534. 

*** 
West Nile Vigilance 

Still Important 
Residents are reminded that the fight 
to control the spread of West Nile 
Virus continues, with the best weapon 
being the elimination of stagnant 
water that can serve as a breeding area 
for disease-carrying mosquitoes.  
All property owners should strive to 
eliminate potential breeding grounds 
from April through October. 

*** 

Emergency Personnel Save 
Giant Employee 

Aston Police Chief Dan Ruggieri 
recently bestowed commendations of 
merit on several Aston emergency 
responders for their life-saving actions 
at the Giant on Concord Road. 
On April 7, a police call was received 
reporting that a store employee had 
passed out. Fortunately for Mike 
Hoffman, Green Ridge Fireman Chris 
Schmid and his wife Natalie, who is a 
nurse at A.I duPont Hospital, were 
shopping in the grocery store. By the 
time the Schmids located Hoffman in 
the produce section, he was not 
breathing and had no pulse. 
Natalie immediately started to 
administer chest compressions in an 
attempt to restart Hoffman's heart, 
while Chris kept the young man's air 
passage open with one hand, and 
called 911 with the other hand to 
update the operator. 
Aston Police Sergeant Gary Smith and 
Officers Tom Giancristoforo and Dave 
Gasiorowski were next to arrive on the 
scene. They were followed by a Green 
Ridge QRS unit manned by EMTs 
Marc Calvecchio and Sara Walters. 
Using an AED unit,  an electric shock 
was administered to Hoffman. 
By the time Hoffman was loaded into 
an ambulance and transported to a 
hospital, his heart was beating and he 
was breathing on his own power. 
"Without question, the quick action 
taken by Chris and Natalie Schmid, in 
conjunction with the rapid response by 
police officers and the Green Ridge 
QRS unit, were instrumental in saving 
Mr. Hoffman's life," Ruggieri stated. 
Hoffman personally handed the 
framed commendations to each of the 
emergency responders who helped 
save his life, offering a heartfelt 
"Thank you" to each one. 
"This is what makes our township a 
community we want to live in," First 
Ward Commissioner V. Michael 
Fulginiti said of the selfless efforts of 
the emergency responders. 

*** 
P-D Educators Named 
'Best Under the Sun' 

Two Penn-Delco School District 
instructors were recently designated as 
the "Best Teachers Under the Sun" by 
the Sun East Federal Credit Union. 
Pennell Elementary School's Melissa 
Cook and Northley Middle School's 
Karen Scharrer were taken by surprise 

in their respective classrooms in May, 
when SEFCU reps presented each 
with a personal check for $500 and 
another $500 check for their schools. 
"We are honored to recognize these 
teachers, who enable students to reach 
beyond their grasp and demonstrate 
the love they truly have for teaching," 
stated Denise Romanelli, SEFCU 
director of employee development and 
community relations. 

*** 
Northley Speller 

Takes On Nationals 
Congratulations and good luck to 
Northley Middle School eighth-grader 
Veronica Siko, who won the Delaware 
County round of the 2011 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee on March 19, 
earning a trip to Washington D.C., 
where she will compete against the top 
spellers in the country on June 1-2. 

*** 
Commissioners Approve 

Auto Repair Shop 
Mike Russo, Jr., of Morgan Road, 
recently made a succussful appeal to 
commissioners, who unanimously 
approved the establishment of an auto 
repair shop at 18 Crozerville Road. 
The 28-year-old business owner is a 
lifetime Aston resident. Russo's 
Automotive Repair will ultimately 
employ "three or four" workers at the 
Rolling Hills Industrial Park site. 
Russo will utilize a pair of garage bays 
to do "light body work," vehicle 
detailing, oil changes, tune-ups, and 
eventually state inspections. 
No painting will be done inside the 
garages, and no vehicles will be 
parked outside overnight. 

*** 
Township Announces New Hires 

Commissioners recently voted 
unanimously in approving the hiring 
of two new township employees. 
Aston resident Kathleen O'Hara must 
first pass a drug test and a child-abuse 
check, before officially reporting on 
June 6 as a full-time clerk/secretary 
for the Aston Police Department. 
During her year-long probationary 
period, O'Hara will earn $13.45/hour. 
Aston resident Ryan Horvat will also 
start on June 6 as a full-time Public 
Works Department employee. Horvat 
must pass a physical and a drug test to 
be promoted from his current part-
time status. 
During his one-year probationary 
period, Horvat will earn $17/hour. 



Commissioners To Amend 
Storage Trailer & ATV Regs 

The Board of Commissioners has 
announced its intent to change the 
language in township ordinances that 
regulate the use of storage trailers and 
all-terrain vehicles. 
Under the amended ordinance, 
portable storage containers may be 
used temporarily at construction sites 
or for major remodeling projects, or if 
directly associated with a conforming 
use, in the building inspector's 
estimation. A $250 fee will be charged 
for a one-year permit for such a 
storage facility. 
The recreational use of ATVs will 
soon be more strictly regulated, as 
well. Pending changes include 
restrictions on where and when ATVs 
can be operated within the township. 
The amended law will mandate that 
ATVs must be ridden on private 
property and cannot be operated 
within 50 feet of any dwelling. 

*** 
Expanded Trash Schedule 

Now In Effect 
Until Sept. 23, a second weekly 
pickup of regular trash will be made at 
all Aston homes. The additional 
collection day for each area of the 
township is the same as last year. 
Trash schedule details can be found in 
the township calendar. 

*** 
'Electronic Friday' 

Is Delco Recycling Event 
From 9am to 1pm on Friday, June 17 
on the main campus of Delaware 
County Community College (off 
South Media Line Road), a 
countywide recycling event dubbed 
Electronic Friday will provide Delco 
residents with an opportunity to 
properly dispose of the outdated and 
unwanted techno-gadgets that are now 
cluttering up the garage and/or attic. 
Recyclables that will be accepted at 
this collection event include 
computers, fax machines, TVs, 
stereos, tape/CD players, telephones, 
cell phones, gaming consoles, docking 
stations, power network cables, and 
household batteries. 
Small household appliances will be 
collected as well, including 
microwaves, toasters, irons, blenders, 
mixers, coffeemakers, vacuums, hair 
dryers, curling irons, dictaphones, 
electric adding machines and 
typewriters, and power tools. 

Large appliances, items containing 
mercury or freon, and gas-powered 
items will not

* 

 be accepted at this 
event. Do not bring stoves, 
dishwashers, washers or dryers, 
thermostats, freezers, refrigerators, 
dehumidifiers, air conditioners, lawn 
mowers, or snowblowers. 

Chester Heights Borough will be 
holding its fourth annual Recycling 
Day from 9am to noon on Saturday, 
June 25 at Chester Heights 
Community Park (across from 
Wilson's Auction) on Valleybrook 
Road. 
This free recycling collections event 
will also accept electronic equipment, 
in addition to a wide variety of other 
recyclables, including used clothing, 
scrap metal, and some appliances. 

*** 
Police Urge Residents To Take 

Safety Precautions   
Due to recent thefts from vehicles and 
homes, Aston police are advising 
residents to avoid keeping valuables in 
parked vehicles or to lock valuables in 
the trunk. The most common items 
stolen from vehicles are purses, 
wallets, and electronic equipment, like 
laptop computers and GPS units. 
Break-ins have occurred both day and 
night, often targeting unlocked cars or 
homes. 
As a precaution, residents should keep 
vehicle windows closed and doors 
locked, while the doors and windows 
of the house should be locked, as well.  
Whenever possible, park vehicles in a 
well-lit area, and keep the outside of 
your home illuminated. 
Residents should immediately report 
any suspicious persons and/or vehicles 
in their neighborhood by dialing 911. 

*** 
Keep Trash Cans Curbside 

On Trash Day Only 
Township officials are reminding 
residents that trash and recycling 
collection containers should not be 
placed curbside more than 24 hours 
prior to the scheduled pick-up time
Furthermore, empty containers must 
be 

. 

removed from curbside the same 
day that collections are made

*** 
. 

To learn more about 
Aston businesses, visit 

www.astonba.com 
*** 

 
Public Meetings and Special Events 

June 6-10, 2011 (Mon-Fri) 
Bulk Trash & Appliance Pick-ups 

 
June 6, 2011 (Monday) 

6:30pm in municipal building 
Public Works Committee Meeting 

 
June 6, 2011 (Monday) 

7:30pm in municipal building 
New Construction Committee Meeting 

 
June 7, 2011 (Tuesday) 

6:30pm in municipal building 
Police Committee Meeting 

 
June 7, 2011 (Tuesday) 

7:30pm in municipal building 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
June 14, 2011 (Tuesday) 

Flag Day 
 

June 15, 2011 (Wednesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 

June 21, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm at Aston Public Library 

Library Board Meeting 
 

June 22, 2011 (Wednesday)  
7pm in municipal building 

Planning Commission Meeting 
 

June 23, 2011 (Thursday) 
7pm at Community Center 

Friends of Aston Library Meeting 
 

June 28, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Zoning Hearing Board Meeting 
 

June 28, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Ordinance Committee Meeting 
*** 

Aston Fireworks Set 
The annual Fourth of July fireworks 
display in Aston Township will start at 
dusk on Monday, July 4 at Sun 
Valley High School. 

*** 
Aston-Beechwood Offers BBQ 

The Aston-Beechwood Fire Co. will 
be hosting a Nelson's Barbeque 
fundraiser from 11am to 5pm on 
Saturday, June 25 in the parking lot 
of Aston Elementary School. 
For more information, visit the 
website at astonbeechwood72.com. 



Book Sale & Flea Market 
At Community Center 

The Friends of the Aston Public 
Library will be holding a book sale at 
the Community Center, in conjunction 
with an Aston Lioness Club Flea 
Market, from 7am - 2pm on Saturday, 
June 4. 
All book sale proceeds will benefit the 
library. 
The Lioness' Flea Market will go on 
rain or shine, and include a cake bake 
table, hot dogs, soda, and more. For 
more information, call Tricia at 484-
433-9137. 

*** 
Aston Seniors Do Lunch 

Aston Senior Citizens will hold a 
special monthly meeting/luncheon on 
Thursday, June 9, starting at noon at 
the Ballrooms at Boothwyn (adjoining 
firehouse on Meetinghouse Road). 
Tickets are $20 per person. 
ASC will not meet over the summer. 
The group's next gathering is slated 
for September. Membership is open to 
all Penn-Delco residents.  
For more ASC information, call 
Gloria Brazunas at 610-859-9085. 

*  
The Aston-Chichester Chapter of 
AARP will meet Monday, June 20, 
starting at 10:45am, at St. James 
Episcopal Church on Concord Road. 
Attendees will be entertained by 
vocalist Ginger Mollichella. 
The group will not meet in July or 
August. For AARP Chapter #3614 
meeting information, call President 
Ruth Brusstar at 610-494-1534. 
A bus trip to Harrisburg to meet with 
local legislators is slated for June 7, 
leaving at 10am. Lobby Day is a free 
event for AARP members only, and 
includes transportation, lunch, and an 
AARP t-shirt. 
To reserve a bus seat for Lobby Day, 
call Stanley at 610-494-5434. 

*** 

 
It's difficult to tell who's having the most fun 

- the kids or the adults - at a recent 
Storytime bubble-blowing party at 

the Aston Public Library. 
*** 

Library Launches Fund Drive 
The Aston Public Library has been 
serving this community for 30 years, 
but one thing has not changed over 
three decades - the library needs your 
financial support. 
The 2011 Annual Fund Drive is now 
underway, with donation forms 
recently being mailed out, and also 
available at the library's front desk. 
Donations of $50, $75, or $100 are 
solicited, but contributions in any 
amount will be appreciated and put to 
good use by the library. 
-The library's Summer Reading 
Program - One World, Many Stories"- 
will kick off on Wednesday, June 22 
at 1pm with a show from Allison 
DeSalvo's World of Song. By 
registering to participate (at 
www.tinyurl.com/AstonSRP11), kids 
can earn prizes just for reading. 
-The library has (or can get) your 
child's required summer reading in a 
special section designated for Penn-
Delco students. 
-Special programs will be held at the 
library every Wednesday at 1pm 
through most of the summer. The slate 
includes storytellers, a magic show 
and a puppet show, and music and 
dance. These programs are for 
children of all ages. Ask at the front 
desk for details. 
-Register now for Summer Storytime, 
designed for kids ages 2-6. Visit 
www.tinyurl.com/astonkidsevents to 
register for Tuesday or Thursday 
Storytime. Both days start at 10:30am. 

*** 
Library Supporters Can 

Dine To Donate 
Thanks to the cooperation of local 
restaurants, four upcoming Dine-To-
Donate opportunities will provide a 
series of fundraisers for the Aston 
Public Library. A portion of every tab 
at the following eateries on these 
specific dates and times will be 
donated to the library: 
Cocco's Pizza (Duttons Mill Road) 
On June 27, all day 

* 
Wendy's (Pennell Road) 
On July 25, from 4-8pm 

* 
Burger King (Pennell Road) 
On Aug. 22, from 5-8pm 

* 
Sciarrino's Pizza (Pennell Road) 
On Sept. 19, all day 

*** 

Commerce Corner 

 
Store Manager Frank Reinhardt and 

Samantha Casey display the made-to-order 
sandwiches that await customers at Primo 

Hoagies in Aston. 
* 

Primo Hoagies recently opened a new 
location in the Village Green 
Shopping Center, next to Big Lots.  
The new eatery is open from 10am to 
8pm every day of the week, offering 
seating for up to 17 diners, and local 
delivery service and catering, as well. 
Owner Dennis Call is still accepting 
applications for employment in his 
new store. 

*** 
Beware Scrap Metal Thieves 

Through this past winter, the township 
collected virtually none of the scrap 
metal left curbside by residents, 
costing taxpayers hundreds of dollars 
in recycling revenue. 
The sagging scrap metal collections 
are due to trash-pickers who comb 
township streets in the early morning 
hours to glean valuable recyclables. 
Residents who observe anyone other 
than township employees handling  
trash should call 911 to report a theft. 

*** 
Sewer Back-up?...Call For Help 

In the event of a sewer system back-
up, Southwest Delaware County 
Municipal Authority customers can 
call a 24-hour hotline (610-494-1335) 
to get emergency service. 

*** 

 
Exterior construction is nearly finished at 

Fisher's Corner, where student housing for 
Neumann University is being built. 

*** 
Submit newsletter information by 

the 22nd of the month to 
newsletter@astontownship.net or 

 castarkis@comcast.net 



 
Peonies only hold their brilliant blossoms for 
a few days each spring. In case you blinked 
and missed the colorful show in early May... 

*** 
Recycling Program Expanded 

For the convenience and benefit of 
Aston residents, the township has 
added #4, 5, and 7 plastic food and 
beverage containers to the co-mingled 
items collected curbside in blue 
recycling cans. 
More sorting done by individual 
households, means less time and 
money spent sorting recyclables later. 
Acceptable recyclables include: 
cartons (milk/ juice), aluminum/metal 
cans, #1, 2, 4, 5, 7 plastic bottles and 
jugs (caps removed), glass bottles and 
jars, loose metal jar lids and steel 
bottle caps, phone books, paperback 
books, greeting cards, office paper, 
junk mail, and flattened corrugated 
cardboard, paper towel rolls, beverage 
carriers, and paper bags. 
All containers should be emptied and 
rinsed out, and all boxes flattened. 
A good rule of thumb when it comes 
to paper or cardboard recycling is:       
"If you can rip it, recycle it." 
Non-recyclable     items     include:  
Plastic bags, lids, caps, six-pack 
holders, and microwave trays, as well 
as window panes, mirrors, ceramics, 
Pyrex dishware, waxed paper or 
waxed cardboard, styrofoam or paper 
to-go containers, organic food waste, 
electronic waste (batteries, cell 
phones, computers, etc.), and stickers 
or address label sheet waste. 
Hazardous items that are not 
recyclable and should be disposed of 
through special collections include 
needles and syringes, paint, pesticides, 
and cleansers. 

*** 
Recycling Reduces Trash Fees 

The amount Aston residents ultimately 
pay for trash processing depends on 
the total tonnage collected and how 
much trash tonnage is reduced through 
recycling. 
 

***Please note: All recyclables must

Different types of recyclable items can 
be co-mingled in a recycling can, but 
newspapers should be bundled or 
bagged and placed next to the can. 

 
be  separated   from   regular  trash.  

For the month of April 2011, recycling 
collections included 59.1 tons of co-
mingled items, 10.6 tons of 
newspaper, 156 lbs. of aluminum 
cans, 0.88 tons of scrap metal, and 260 
gallons of used motor oil, generating a 
total revenue of $308. 

*** 
Free Smoke Detectors 

To learn how to receive a free smoke 
detector for your home, visit 

www.astonbeechwood72.com  
*** 

'Neighbors Helping Neighbors' 
Food Pantry Growing 

Since this past winter, the Aston 
Township Community Center on 
Concord Rd. has been utilized as a 
food pantry collection depot that will 
help feed dozens of local families and 
children. 
This year-round help network is 
building on a successful effort at 
Christmas, when Aston Police Officer 
Tom Hearty enlisted Giant Food Store 
to donate the ingredients for turkey 
dinners to 15 local needy families. 
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
network has already recruited Giant, 
the Aston Police Department, the 
Penn-Delco School District, and other 
Aston organizations that want to help. 
Non-perishable food items can be 
dropped off at the Community Center 
any day of the week during business 
hours. Community Center staff will 
securely store all donations. 
All donated items (including gift 
cards, individual cans or cases of 
food) will be distributed to needy local 
families, as contributions allow in the 
coming months. 
"I want to thank the Aston residents 
who are helping out the Neighbors To 
Neighbors food program," Sixth Ward 
Commissioner Jim Stigale recently 
stated. "We appreciate all that you've 
done so far, and ask that you continue 
to do all you can." 
"We're starting to help a lot of 
people," noted Stigale. 
Aston residents who know of a 
neighbor in need should contact 
Stigale. 

*** 

 
Second Ward Commissioner Carol Graham 
is the familiar face featured on the first of a 

series of celebrity posters that the Aston 
Public Library will be creating to promote 

the endless benefits of reading. 
*** 

If any resident knows of an Aston 
veteran who is returning home 

from overseas duty, please notify 
the township office of the 

expected date and time of arrival, 
so that a red carpet welcome 

can be organized.  
*** 

GFWC Open To All Women 
The General Federation Woman's 
Club of Aston holds monthly meetings 
at the Community Center on the fourth 
Monday of every month, from 
September through June. 
Membership is open to all women. If 
you are interested in community 
involvement, please come and join us. 
For more GFWC information, call 
610-497-5234. 

*** 
To maintain a safe environment 

for children, all residents, and 
especially those living near schools, 

are urged to dial 911 or call the 
Aston PD at 

to report any suspicious activity. 
610-497-2633 

*** 
Commissioners Make Appointments 
Several appointments to public service 
positions were recently made by 
township commissioners. 
-Cathy Jones, of Scott Lane, was 
named to a three-year term on the 
township's Planning Commission. 
-Robert Willoughby, of Lamp Post 
Lane, was appointed to a five-year 
term on the Aston Township Zoning 
Hearing Board; and Joseph Ward, of 
Highgrove Lane, will serve as a 
Zoning Hearing Board alternate 
member until January 2016. 
-Lester Berry, of Tryens Road, was 
named to serve a three-year term on 
the Aston Township Veterans 
Memorial Garden Foundation Board. 



Emergency Preparation 
Begins At Home 

Citizens rely on emergency services to 
protect our town's health and welfare, 
but it is also important that each 
individual household recognizes the 
need for emergency preparation. 
Among the precautions that every 
family should take is establishing a 
crisis plan in advance. 
Many hazardous situations call for 
sheltering-in-place. Bottled water, a 
flashlight, battery-operated radio, and 
fresh batteries are among the items 
that should be kept at home for 
emergencies. 
If evacuation is called for, secure your 
home; bring pets indoors and provide 
them with food and water for at least 
three days; and bring along extra 
clothing, medications, and bedding or 
blankets for your family. 
An emergency evacuation supply kit 
should be pre-packed and easily 
accessible, and should include cash, 
non-perishable foods, bottled water, 
personal toiletries, first-aid items, an 
extra set of car/house keys, and 
important papers (id, insurance cards). 
During a community-wide emergency, 
do not call 911, unless reporting an 
immediate life-threatening situation. 

*** 
Commissioners Aim 
To Clean Up Town 

Recent revisions to the township's 
littering law include a prohibition on 
leaving grass clippings in the street, 
while certificates of occupancy for 
residences will be withheld, if 
sidewalks, curbs, or driveways are in 
disrepair. 
Grass clippings blown or swept into a 
public street can lead directly to 
clogged storm sewers, which can lead 
to roadway flooding. Hence, grass 
clippings are now deemed as litter, 
joining the discarding of papers, 
bottles, and cans as a citable offense. 
Whenever a property is sold or 
transferred to another owner, the 
condition of deteriorated sidewalks, 
curbs, and driveway aprons must be 
addressed. Broken, cracked, or loose 
concrete presents a public safety 
hazard, and must be repaired or 
replaced prior to the issuance of a CO. 
Commissioners have also amended the 
property maintenance ordinance to 
include the removal of weeds in and 
around the sidewalk and curb area. 

Flower or vegetable gardens are the 
only portion of residential lots that do 
not have to be mowed and kept as a 
lawn, under the updated ordinance. 

*** 

 
The winners of the Aston Public Library's 

2011 Bookmark Contest display their entries. 
The annual contest winners are (left to right): 
Andrea DeSantis, Jayming Liu, Olivia Hall, 

Shelby Celentino, Erica Love, Lindsay Wigo, 
and Casey Butterworth. 

*** 
Drainage Improvements Slated 

A list of township-funded drainage 
improvements that will help dry out 
several soggy areas across Aston has 
been unanimously approved by the 
board of commissioners. All drainage 
projects are expected to be completed 
by mid-summer. 
The projects include replacement of a 
Baldwin Run storm sewer pipe; 
drainage upgrades for rear yards on 
Scarlet Avenue (Pancoast to 
Florence), Tuscany Road, and Liam 
Drive; the installation of a new storm 
drain on Florence Avenue; and 
improvements to Scarlet Avenue 
(Harrison Avenue to Bridgewater) and 
Sweigert Lane. 

*** 
To become a Friend of the Library, 
go to www.astonlibrary.org and click 
on "Join Our Friends" to send in your 

information. 
*** 

Fire Police Sign On 
For Mutual Aid 

Aston Township has joined a 
cooperative pact between several local 
municipalities to provide special fire 
police services as needed and as 
available. 
In the event that fire police personnel 
in a neighboring community would 
need back-up or assistance, fire police 
from Aston's Green Ridge and Aston-
Beechwood fire companies could be 
called in to provide emergency scene 
services such as scene security, crowd 
control, and rendering assistance to 
law enforcement officers. 
The agreement goes two ways, with 
Chester Township, Lower and Upper 
Chichester Townships, Middletown 

Township, Marcus Hook Borough, 
and Trainer Borough fire police now 
being available to provide back-up 
coverage at Aston emergencies. 

*** 
Senior Centers Offer Education 

Senior Community Services continues 
to offer low-cost opportunities for 
self-improvement to adults over age 
50 in western Delaware County. 
Educational courses that vary from 
single sessions to 10-week programs 
are now available, including driver's 
ed, art & design, health & wellness, 
literature, environment, tax payment, 
and understanding credit reports and 
Medicare benefits, et al. 
The courses are held at four locations 
in western Delco: Aston Community 
Center, Brookhaven municipal 
building, Concord Senior Center, and 
Upper Chichester Community Center. 
To learn how to register, call Farah 
Esfahani at 610-237-8100, ext. 30. 

*** 
You can follow the Aston Public 
Library on Facebook by visiting 

www.facebook.com/astonlibrary. 
*** 

 


