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This group of Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and 

their friends and families pitched in on short 
notice to help decorate veterans' graves at 

Chester Rural Cemetary with American flags 
on Memorial Day weekend. 

* 

 
The newest Eagle Scouts from Boy Scout 

Troop 225  are Aston residents Jason Gong 
(above), shown here accepting a township 

proclamation from Second Ward 
Commissioner Carol Graham, and Taylor 

Douglas Clark (below), posing with his 
father, Scoutmaster Glenn Clark, and Fourth 
Ward Commissioner Gary Robinson, while 

displaying his own proclamation. 

 
*** 

  Fireworks   
Ready For Liftoff 

The snap, crackle and pop of Aston 
Township's annual Fourth of July 
fireworks display will start at dusk 
(about 8:45pm) on Monday, July 4 at 
Sun Valley High School. 

 
Scouts Earn Recognition 

Have you thanked a Scout lately? 
Here's a few reasons why you might 
want to consider it the next time you 
see one. 
On May 28, local leaders of the 
Minquas District responded to a last-
minute plea from American Legion 
Post 926 by rounding up a work force 
of 50 scouts and scout supporters to 
help place 2,000 flags on veterans' 
graves at the Chester Rural Cemetery. 
Earlier that same day, Boy Scouts, 
Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts from 
Aston had also helped place flags at 
Immaculate Heart Cemetery. 
On June 11, Boy Scouts from Troop 
225 out of St. Joseph's Church 
performed their semi-annual (four 
times each year) cleaning of Concord 
Road, collecting litter all the way from 
Bridgewater Road to Chichester 
Avenue. Please slow down and give 
these young men ample space when 
you see them out there again this fall. 
On May 22, two more members of 
Troop 225 officially attained the rank 
of Eagle Scout, bringing the total for 
the past year to a troop record of 
seven. 
Jason Gong, of Carriage Lane, earned 
31 merit badges and numerous awards 
through scouting. His senior Eagle 
project was organizing a book drive in 
two suburban school districts to 
benefit school libraries in West 
Philadlephia, collecting over 2,100 
books for the literacy intitative. 
Taylor Douglas Clark, of Blackthorne 
Lane, also earned a total of 31 merit 
badges and several other honors. His 
senior project involved leading a crew 
to paint the interior walls (about 3,000 
s.f.) of the Aston Police Department. 
Scoutmaster Glenn Clark is asking 
Aston residents to come up with 
worthwhile community, church, or 
school improvements that might serve 
as senior projects for future Eagle 
Scouts. Call Clark at 610-494-3573. 

 

Fourth of July 
Trash Schedule 

All township offices will be closed 
and no trash or recycling will be 
collected on Monday, July 4. 

Monday's routes will be picked up 
on Tuesday, July 5. 

***There will be no second pick-ups 
made this week for residents who 

normally have Monday or Tuesday 
as their second day of the week. 

*** 

 
The food was delicious and the servers were 
friendly at the Aston-Beechwood Fire Co.'s 

Nelson BBQ fundraiser on June 25. 

 
*** 

 
Students from St. Francis de Sales School 

showed their true colors on Memorial Day. 



Sign Up For Camp Rainbow Now
Camp Rainbow summer half-day 
camps at the Aston Community Center 
started on June 27, but registration for 
the remaining sessions (until Aug. 5) 
is still possible. The cost is $20 per 
child (Aston residents, grades 1-5) per 
week. Registration must be done in 
person at the township office from 
8am-4:15pm, Monday thru Friday. 

! 

Campers will enjoy a variety of 
activities, including sports and crafts, 
with each week dedicated to a special 
theme, such as Red, White & Blue 
week, Halloween week, and the 
always popular Philadelphia Sports 
Teams week. 

*** 
Medical Waste Requires 

Special Disposal 
Residents who generate medical waste 
are reminded to take all biohazardous 
material to a special disposal facility 
or return it to the place of purchase for 
proper disposal. 
Please do not try to drop off medical 
waste at either of the township's fire 
companies, and DO NOT PLACE 
IN TRASH CANS WITH 
REGULAR TRASH, as this 
represents a danger to public works 
department personnel. 
Questions regarding medical waste 
disposal can be directed to Aston 
Township Deputy Health Officer 
James Talbot at 610-494-0384. 

*** 
Sun Valley ROTC Earns Medals 

Congratulations to the Sun Valley 
High School ROTC program for 
recently achieving a sixth place team 
ranking at the National High School 
Physical Fitness Championship in San 
Diego, CA. The tough multi-phase 
fitness challenge is sponsored by the 
US Marine Corps Youth League. 
Special recognition was earned by two 
Vanguard gold medalists - senior 
Dave Fisher (ranked second overall 
individual in US) and sophomore Dan 
Schuster (ranked sixth overall 
individual in US). 

*** 
Speed Limit Signs Approved 

Commissioners have approved the 
installation of 25 MPH Speed Limit 
signs on Elm Avenue, between Mount 
Road and Chestnut Street. The signage 
was recommended by the Traffic 
Safety Officer of the Aston Police 
Department. 

*** 

Penn-Delco Losing Veteran Staff 
The Penn-Delco School District 
recently celebrated and lamented the 
retirement of a host of teachers and 
staff, which collectively represent over 
500 years of service to the district. 
Penn-Delco's 2011 retirees include 
Donna Park and Cindy Rackow of 
Aston Elementary School; Jacqueline 
Abrams, Linda Cook, Diane 
Cowdright, Molly Klein, Deborah 
Labor, Mary Anne McCarron, and 
Deborah Pot of Pennell Elementary 
School; Nancy Graham of Northley 
Middle School; and Mary Kathryn 
Barr and Barbara Waddy of Sun 
Valley High School. 
"We've got some pretty big shoes to 
fill next year," noted P-D School 
Board President Anthony Ruggieri. 

*** 
P-D Residents Face Tax Hike 

To balance the Penn-Delco School 
District's $48.6 million budget for the 
upcoming school year, school taxes 
will be increasing by 2.77%, bringing 
the tax rate for Aston, Brookhaven and 
Parkside residents up to 23.825 mills. 
For a homeowner with the average 
Penn-Delco assessment of $114,430, 
the hike will translate to paying an 
additional $69 in school tax. 
In response to the loss of over $1 
million in state funding, the district's 
2011-12 budget includes a $314,000 
decrease in employee salaries, a 
$588,000 decrease in professional 
services, and 10% cuts on the 
discretionary budgets of each of the 
district's six schools, according to P-D 
Business Administrator Tracey 
Marshall. 

*** 
Roadways Slated For Repaving 

Commissioners have awarded this 
year's $240,000 road program contract 
to A. F. Damon & Son.  
The township roads scheduled for a 
fresh coat of asphalt this summer 
include portions of Raymond Ave., 
Shubrook Lane (from Raymond to 112 
Shubrook), Mount Rd. (from Pennell 
Rd. to railroad tracks), Glendale Blvd. 
(about 50 feet off Pennell Rd.), Elm 
Ave. (from Chestnut Ave. to Hickory 
Ave.), Highpoint Lane (from Country 
Lane to 1626 Highpoint), Moser St. 
(from township line to cul-de-sac), Mt. 
Alverno Rd. (about 75 feet off Pennell 
Rd.), Crestview Lane (from Overlook 
Dr. to Clearview Lane), Weir Rd. 
(from Lamp Post Lane to match line 

2585), Hearthside Rd. (from match 
line to 22 Hearthside), Bunting Lane 
(from catwalk to 7 Bunting), and 
Pancoast Ave. (from match line near 
Pierce Rd. to Duttons Mill Rd.). 

*** 
Used Trucks For Sale; 
4 x 4 Purchase Pending 

The township is offering two used 
public works department trucks to the 
highest bidder. Sealed bids will be 
awarded at commissioners' July 20 
meeting for the sale of a 1993 GMC 
3500 dump truck and a 1996 
International 4900 sanitation truck 
with Heil body. 
Commissioners have approved the 
purchase of a new 4 x 4 vehicle for the 
code enforcement department. A 2012 
Ford Escape will be bought from 
Brian Hoskins Ford for $19,931 plus 
the trade-in of a 1995 Chevrolet 
Blazer. 

*** 
Commissioners Award Contracts 

The installation of new condensers 
and dryers, along with other required 
maintenance on the HVAC system at 
the Aston Community Center, was 
recently approved by commissioners, 
with the $35,790 contract going to 
Herman Goldner Co., Inc. 
Commissioners also awarded a small 
patching contract to A. F. Damon & 
Son, Inc., with the amount not to 
exceed $25,000, for minor road repairs 
in 2011. 

*** 
Read an expanded version of 
each month's newsletter at 

www.astontownship.net 
*** 

West Nile Vigilance 
Still Important 

Residents are reminded that the fight 
to control the spread of West Nile 
Virus continues, with the best weapon 
being the elimination of stagnant 
water that can serve as a breeding area 
for disease-carrying mosquitoes.  
All property owners should strive to 
eliminate potential breeding grounds 
from April through October. 

*** 
Sewer Back-up?...Call For Help 

In the event of a sewer system back-
up, Southwest Delaware County 
Municipal Authority customers can 
call a 24-hour hotline (610-494-1335) 
to get emergency service. 

*** 



Meals-On-Wheels 
Needs Help 

The Aston Township arm of the 
Meals-On-Wheels program is in 
desperate need of volunteers to 
continue the practice of providing 
nutritious hot meals to local shut-ins. 
Help is needed to pack and deliver 
meals in Aston and the surrounding 
area. The program operates out of the 
Community Center on Concord Road, 
with each day (Mon.-Fri.) requiring 
about 90 minutes of volunteer time. 
Volunteers can devote as little as one 
day per month. Schedules will be 
tailored for willing volunteers. 
Interested parties are urged to call 
Joan Hanlon at 610-485-2729 or 
Ralph Buschman at 610-494-3534. 

*** 
Plumbing Inspector Resigns 

Commissioners recently accepted with 
regret the resignation of Aston 
Township Plumbing Inspector Rod 
Markley, effective immediately. 
The township will outsource plumbing 
inspections temporarily, if necessary, 
while senior Code Enforcement 
Officer Ralph Maiden applies his 
plumbing skills to fill the void. 

*** 
Commissioners Amend 

Storage Trailer & ATV Regs 
Commissioners have changed the 
language in township ordinances that 
regulate the use of storage trailers and 
all-terrain vehicles. Copies of the  
amended ordinances are available at 
the township office. 
Under amendments that will become 
effective on Jan. 1, 2012, portable 
storage containers/trailers may be used 
temporarily at construction sites or for 
major remodeling projects, or (in 
Light Industrial-zoned districts only) 
if directly associated with a 
conforming use, in the building 
inspector's estimation. 
A $250 fee will be charged for a one-
year permit for a temporary storage 
facility. 
Effective June 25, the recreational use 
of ATVs and off-road motorcycles 
have been more strictly regulated, as 
well, including restrictions on where 
and when such vehicles can be 
operated within the township. 
The amended law mandates that ATVs 
must be ridden on private property and 
cannot be operated within 50 feet of 
any dwelling, and provides fines of up 
to $600 plus court costs for violations. 

Keep Trash Cans Curbside 
On Trash Day Only 

Township officials are reminding 
residents that an Aston ordinance 
mandates that trash and recycling 
collection containers should not be 
placed curbside more than 24 hours 
prior to the scheduled pick-up time
Furthermore, empty trash containers 
must be 

. 

removed from curbside the 
same day that collections are made

*** 
. 

Recycling Reduces Trash Fees 
The amount Aston residents ultimately 
pay for trash processing depends on 
the total tonnage collected and how 
much trash tonnage is reduced through 
recycling. 
***Please note: All recyclables must

Different types of recyclable items can 
be co-mingled in a recycling can, but 
newspapers should be bundled or 
bagged and placed next to the can. 

 
be  separated   from   regular  trash.  

For the month of May 2011, recycling 
collections included 92.6 tons of co-
mingled items, 7.8 tons of newspaper, 
142 lbs. of aluminum cans, 0.8 tons of 
scrap metal, and 288 gallons of used 
motor oil, generating a total revenue 
of $4,102. 

*** 
Township Announces New Hire 

Commissioners recently approved the 
hiring of Marianville Road resident 
Jennifer Egan as a full-time 
clerk/secretary for the Aston Police 
Department. The position had been 
filled last month by another Aston 
resident, but Kathleen O'Hara decided 
to take a full-time position with the 
Penn-Delco School District instead. 
Egan must pass a drug test and a 
child-abuse check, before officially 
reporting on June 20. During her year-
long probationary period, Egan will 
earn $13.45/hour. 

*** 
*** 

 
Public Meetings and Special Events 

July 4, 2011 (Monday) 
Fourth of July Fireworks Display 
starts at dusk at Sun Valley HS 

 
July 11-15, 2011 (Mon-Fri) 

Bulk Trash & Appliance Pick-ups 
 

July 11, 2011 (Monday) 
6:30pm in municipal building 

Public Works Committee Meeting 
 

July 11, 2011 (Monday) 
7:30pm in municipal building 

New Construction Committee Meeting 
 

July 12, 2011 (Tuesday) 
6:30pm in municipal building 

Police Committee Meeting 
 

July 12, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7:30pm in municipal building 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
July 19, 2011 (Tuesday) 

7pm at Aston Public Library 
Library Board Meeting 

 
July 20, 2011 (Wednesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 

July 26, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Zoning Hearing Board Meeting 
 

July 26, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Ordinance Committee Meeting 
 

July 27, 2011 (Wednesday)  
7pm in municipal building 

Planning Commission Meeting 
 

July 28, 2011 (Thursday) 
7pm at Community Center 

Friends of Aston Library Meeting 
*** 

Seniors Take Summer Off 
Aston Senior Citizens will not meet 
over the summer. The group's next 
gathering is slated for September. 
Membership is open to all Penn-Delco 
residents.  
For more ASC information, call 
Gloria Brazunas at 610-859-9085. 

*  
The Aston-Chichester Chapter of 
AARP will not meet in July or August 
either. For AARP Chapter #3614 
meeting information, call President 
Ruth Brusstar at 610-494-1534. 
In lieu of a regular meeting, the local 
AARP Chapter will be hosting a bus 
trip to Tropicana Casino in Atlantic 
City on Wednesday, July 13. The $23 
per person cost includes a ticket to the 
"'80s Mania" show and transportation. 
The bus will leave from Furey Road in 
Upper Chichester at 10:30am and 
return around 7:30pm.  
To reserve a bus seat, call Margo at 
610-358-0704. 

*** 



 
Participants in the Spring Storytimes 

program at the Aston Public Library recently 
closed out the season with a pizza party. 

*** 
Library Offers 

Special Summer Programs 
A variety of special programs will be 
held at the library (or at American 
Legion Post 926 hall - 200 yards east 
of the Community Center on Concord 
Road - until air conditioning repairs 
are completed) every Wednesday at 
1pm through most of the summer. 
The program slate includes storytellers 
(July 6 and 20), music and dance 
(July 13), and a puppet show (July 
27). These free programs are for 
children of all ages. Ask at the front 
desk for more details. 
***Before and after a performance by 
the Jitterbugs on July 13, free child 
identification services, including 
digital fingerprinting and photographs 
to make ID cards, will be offered. 
-Kids can earn prizes every week this 
summer by participating in the 
library's Summer Reading Program - 
"One World, Many Stories." Register 
at www.tinyurl.com/AstonSRP11.  
-Infant Storytime will return for three 
weeks, starting on July 11. The 
popular Lapsit Storytime for babies up 
to 2 years old will be held on Monday 
mornings, starting at 10am. Go to 
www.tinyurl.com/astonkidsevents to 
register. 
-The 2011 Annual Fund Drive is 
underway, with donation forms being 
mailed out and also available at the 
library's front desk. Please consider a 
tax-deductible donation. 

*** 
Library Supporters Can 

Dine To Donate 
Thanks to the cooperation of local 
restaurants, three upcoming Dine-To-
Donate opportunities will provide a 
series of fundraisers for the Aston 
Public Library. 

A portion of every tab at the following 
eateries on these specific dates and 
times will be donated to the library: 
 
Wendy's (Pennell Road) 
On Monday, July 25, from 4-8pm 

* 
Burger King (Pennell Road) 
On Monday, Aug. 22, from 5-8pm 

* 
Sciarrino's Pizza (Pennell Road) 
On Monday, Sept. 19, all day 

*** 

 
The library's two newest promotional posters 
for the READ! program feature the smiling 
faces of Bookmark Contest Winner Alexia 
George (above) and Library Board Trustee 

Madelyn Bush (below). 

 
*** 

Police Urge Safety Precautions   
Due to recent thefts from vehicles and 
homes, Aston police are advising 
residents to avoid keeping valuables in 
parked vehicles or to lock valuables in 
the trunk. The most common items 
stolen from vehicles are purses, 
wallets, and electronic equipment, like 
laptop computers and GPS units. 
Break-ins have occurred both day and 
night, often targeting unlocked cars or 
homes. 
As a precaution, residents should keep 
vehicle windows closed and doors 
locked, while the doors and windows 
of the house should be locked, as well.  

Whenever possible, park vehicles in a 
well-lit area, and keep the outside of 
your home illuminated. 
Residents should immediately report 
any suspicious persons and/or vehicles 
in their neighborhood by dialing 911. 

*** 
Report Scrap Metal Thieves 

In recent months, the township has 
collected only a fraction of the scrap 
metal left curbside by residents, 
costing taxpayers hundreds of dollars 
in recycling revenue. 
The sagging scrap metal collections 
are due to trash-pickers who comb 
township streets in the early morning 
hours to glean valuable recyclables. 
Some residents have even granted 
permission to illegal scrap hunters, 
unwittingly hurting themselves and 
their neighbors in the process. 
"We're asking residents to be more 
diligent in not letting these people 
collect their scrap metal," Sixth Ward 
Commissioner Jim Stigale recently 
stated. "Our numbers are down, and 
will continue to go down, if we allow 
that." 
Residents who observe anyone other 
than township employees handling  
trash should call 911 to report a theft. 

*** 
Submit newsletter information by 

the 22nd of the month to 
newsletter@astontownship.net or 

 castarkis@comcast.net 
*** 

Recycling Program Expanded 
For the convenience and benefit of 
Aston residents, the township has 
added #4, 5, and 7 plastic food and 
beverage containers to the co-mingled 
items collected curbside in blue 
recycling cans. 
More sorting done by individual 
households, means less time and 
money spent sorting recyclables later. 
Acceptable recyclables include: 
cartons (milk/ juice), aluminum/metal 
cans, #1, 2, 4, 5, 7 plastic bottles and 
jugs (caps removed), glass bottles and 
jars, loose metal jar lids and steel 
bottle caps, phone books, paperback 
books, greeting cards, office paper, 
junk mail, and flattened corrugated 
cardboard, paper towel rolls, beverage 
carriers, and paper bags. 
All containers should be emptied and 
rinsed out, and all boxes flattened. 
A good rule of thumb when it comes 
to paper or cardboard recycling is:       
"If you can rip it, recycle it." 



Non-recyclable     items     include:  
Plastic bags, lids, caps, six-pack 
holders, and microwave trays, as well 
as window panes, mirrors, ceramics, 
Pyrex dishware, waxed paper or 
waxed cardboard, styrofoam or paper 
to-go containers, organic food waste, 
electronic waste (batteries, cell 
phones, computers, etc.), and stickers 
or address label sheet waste. 
Hazardous items that are not 
recyclable and should be disposed of 
through special collections include 
needles and syringes, paint, pesticides, 
and cleansers. 

*** 
Free Smoke Detectors 

To learn how to receive a free smoke 
detector for your home, visit 

www.astonbeechwood72.com  
*** 

'Neighbors Helping Neighbors' 
Food Pantry 

The Aston Township Community 
Center on Concord Rd. is being 
utilized as a food pantry collection 
depot that will help feed dozens of 
local families and children. 
This year-round help network is 
building on a successful effort at 
Christmas, when Aston Police Officer 
Tom Hearty enlisted Giant Food Store 
to donate the ingredients for turkey 
dinners to 15 local needy families. 
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
network has already recruited Giant, 
the Aston Police Department, the 
Penn-Delco School District, and other 
Aston organizations that want to help. 
Non-perishable food items can be 
dropped off at the Community Center 
any day of the week during business 
hours. Community Center staff will 
securely store all donations. 
All donated items (including gift 
cards, individual cans or cases of 
food) will be distributed to needy local 
families, as contributions allow in the 
coming months. 
"I want to thank the Aston residents 
who are helping out the Neighbors To 
Neighbors food program," Sixth Ward 
Commissioner Jim Stigale recently 
stated. "We appreciate all that you've 
done so far, and ask that you continue 
to do all you can." 
"We're starting to help a lot of 
people," noted Stigale. 
Aston residents who know of a 
neighbor in need should contact 
Stigale. 

*** 

To maintain a safe environment 
for children, all residents, and 

especially those living near schools, 
are urged to dial 911 or call the 

Aston PD at 
to report any suspicious activity. 

610-497-2633 

*** 
Commissioners Aim 
To Clean Up Town 

Recent revisions to the township's 
littering law include a prohibition on 
leaving grass clippings in the street, 
while certificates of occupancy for 
residences will be withheld, if 
sidewalks, curbs, or driveways are in 
disrepair. 
Grass clippings blown or swept into a 
public street can lead directly to 
clogged storm sewers, which can lead 
to roadway flooding. Hence, grass 
clippings are now deemed as litter, 
joining the discarding of papers, 
bottles, and cans as a citable offense. 
Whenever a property is sold or 
transferred to another owner, the 
condition of deteriorated sidewalks, 
curbs, and driveway aprons must be 
addressed. Broken, cracked, or loose 
concrete presents a public safety 
hazard, and must be repaired or 
replaced prior to the issuance of a CO. 
Commissioners have also amended the 
property maintenance ordinance to 
include the removal of weeds in and 
around the sidewalk and curb area. 
Flower or vegetable gardens are the 
only portion of residential lots that do 
not have to be mowed and kept as a 
lawn, under the updated ordinance. 

*** 
Drainage Improvements Slated 

A list of township-funded drainage 
improvements that will help dry out 
several soggy areas across Aston was 
unanimously approved by the board of 
commissioners. All projects are slated 
to be completed this summer. 
The projects include replacement of a 
Baldwin Run storm sewer pipe; 
drainage upgrades for rear yards on 
Scarlet Avenue (Pancoast to 
Florence), Tuscany Road, and Liam 
Drive; the installation of a new storm 
drain on Florence Avenue; and 
improvements to Scarlet Avenue 
(Harrison Avenue to Bridgewater) and 
Sweigert Lane. 

*** 
To learn more about 

Aston businesses, visit 
www.astonba.com 

Senior Centers Offer Education 
Senior Community Services continues 
to offer low-cost opportunities for 
self-improvement to adults over age 
50 in western Delaware County. 
Educational courses that vary from 
single sessions to 10-week programs 
are now available, including driver's 
ed, art & design, health & wellness, 
literature, environment, tax payment, 
and understanding credit reports and 
Medicare benefits, et al. 
The courses are held at four locations 
in western Delco: Aston Community 
Center, Brookhaven municipal 
building, Concord Senior Center, and 
Upper Chichester Community Center. 
To learn how to register, call Farah 
Esfahani at 610-237-8100, ext. 30. 

*** 
If any resident knows of an Aston 

veteran who is returning home 
from overseas duty, please notify 

the township office of the 
expected date and time of arrival, 

so that a red carpet welcome 
can be organized.  

*** 
Please Respect Our Flag 

Summertime brings a number of 
national holidays and public parades 
that prominently feature the American 
flag. The Stars & Stripes is not simply 
the symbol of the United States, but 
represents all the men and women 
who have served in the American 
military, some of whom have made 
the ultimate sacrifice. 
To show the flag the respect that this 
proud symbol is due, when Old Glory 
passes by in a parade or in review, all 
military, police, and fire personnel (in 
or out of uniform) should give a 
military salute, while all other 
Americans should remove headwear 
and place their right hand over the 
heart. Citizens of other countries 
should stand at attention. 

*** 
To be a Friend of the Library, go 

to www.astonlibrary.org and 
click on "Join Our Friends" to send 

in your information. 
You can follow the Aston Public 
Library on Facebook by visiting 

www.facebook.com/astonlibrary. 
*** 


