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Boy Scout Troop 225 Eagle Scouts (l to r) 

Patrick Finn, Jason Gong, and Taylor Clark 
and Scoutmaster Glen Clark were the Grand 

Marshals at this year's Community Day. 
* 

 
New attractions at Community Day included 

a photo booth... 

 
...while the youngest members of the Zumba 

Dance troupe got their groove on. 
*** 

Did You Know?: Aston's oldest 
structure - the home of Northley 
Constable Edward Carter (built in 
1684), still stands on Williams Road. 

 
Landmark Birthday Recognized 

Commissioners recently applauded the 
longevity of Bertha (Bert) Taylor, who 
recently celebrated her 90th birthday. 
The 52-year Sheridan Lane resident 
boasts three children, three 
grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren. Mrs. Taylor is a 
member of Mt. Hope United 
Methodist Church and worked for 
many years at the Brookhaven Dairy 
Queen and the Saven Variety Store in 
Aston. 
Congratulations, Bert, and may you 
enjoy many more birthdays to come. 

*** 
Aston Salutes 

Outstanding Citizen 
Joseph M. McColgan has been named 
Aston Township's 2011 Outstanding 
Citizen of the Year for his generous 
donation of time and services to the 
community. 
McColgan has served on the Aston 
Township Planning Commission for 
25 years, and served on Aston 
Township's Task Force for the 
Comprehensive Plan and the Multi-
Ordinance Committee, as well. 
Through Wescott Electric, McColgan 
has donated the security system for the 
Aston Police Department, and donated 
his own time to install the system. 
Wescott Electric's donation of the 
lighting system for the Aston 
Township Veterans Memorial Garden 
at Five Points was also arranged by 
McColgan, who continues to donate 
his services by replacing fixtures and 
lights on the site, as needed. 
During Hurricane Irene, McColgan 
volunteered to hook up the generator 
at the Emergency Command Center at 
the Aston Community Center, and a 
generator at the public works garage 
to keep township fuel pumps running. 
After the storm, the Seventh Ward 
resident returned to disconnect the 
temporay power sources and return all 
electrical systems to normal operation. 

 

 
Sgt. Jeffrey Brown of the Aston PD recently 
received a Valor Award from Police Chief 

Dan Ruggieri for actions taken this summer. 
Officer Lauded For Bravery 

Aston Police Sergeant Jeffrey Brown 
recently received a Valor Award (the 
highest commendation the Aston PD 
can bestow) for his crucial role in 
ending an armed standoff in Trainer 
Borough on July 4, 2011. 
After an enraged man had shot five 
people, killing three, the murderer 
barricaded himself inside his home 
and refused all requests to surrender. 
Once all attempts to negotiate had 
failed, police determined that only 
entry into the house would subdue the 
armed man. Brown, a 12-year veteran 
of the Aston force, volunteered to lead 
the entry team, following up a tear gas 
assault on the premises. Although 
visibility inside the home was poor, 
Brown showed tremendous restraint in 
trying to take down the suspect by 
non-lethal means, but was ultimately 
compelled to use lethal force on the 
deranged shooter. 
"Sergeant Brown's courage and poise 
under fire directly resulted in other 
team members maintaining their 
composure and properly using all 
force options, before resorting to 
deadly force. He is a credit to himself, 
the Aston Township Police 
Department, and the law enforcement 
profession," stated Aston Police Chief 
Dan Ruggieri. 



Community Day X 
Earns Rave Reviews 

The 10th annual Aston Township 
Community Day on Oct. 1 was 
another huge success, with an 
estimated record crowd of over 6,000 
residents attending. 
In the words of Commissioners' 
President Jim Stigale, the community 
came together under the motto: "Live 
in Aston; Shop in Aston; Be proud of 
Aston." 
The kick-off parade featured scores of 
decorated vehicles and floats, Boy 
Scout and Girl Scout troops, the Sun 
Valley High School Marching Band, a 
Sun Valley ROTC color guard, 2011 
Outstanding Citizen Joe McColgan, 
and the participants in a decorated 
bike contest. 
The official winners of the bike 
contest this year were: Roslyn Burke 
(Ages 0-3), Erin Kelly (Ages 4-7), and 
Christa Mumley (Ages 8-12), though 
all 20 of the entries in the Parade of 
Champions were outstanding. 
A total of 2,000 hotdogs, 1,250 
hamburgers, and two pots of chili 
were consumed, while 70 cases of 
bottled water, 500 juice cartons, and 
105 cases of soda were downed. A 
dozen local eateries also contributed to 
the free food haul, providing a wide 
variety of tasty treats, including 
meatballs, sausage & peppers, ice 
cream, water ice, pizza, and soft 
pretzels, et al. 
Over a dozen amusements for kids 
included the always popular face-
painting and pumpkin painting, as 
well as two moon bounces, giant 
slides, basketball shoot, Sesame Street 
Funhouse, jousting arena, rockwall 
climbing, and two new items - a 
mechanical bull ride and photo booth. 
A demonstration of karate skills and 
performances by the Neumann 
University Concert Chorale, the Sun 
Valley-Northley Chorus, Dance 
Obsession Studio, and different age 
groups of Zumba and Concord Dance 
dancers all drew a crowd. 
Inside the Rick Owsley Fieldhouse, 
over 50 tables were set up by local 
businesses for the 13th annual Aston 
Business Expo. 
The Aston Public Library was busier 
than ever at this year's event, hosting a 
used book sale and the sale of framed 
photos and note cards, offering a child 
ID service and flu shots, and providing 
Storytime sessions for children. 

Quarterly Sewer Bills Due Now 
The Southwest Delaware County 
Municipal Authority sent out its 
quarterly sewer service invoices on 
Oct. 31, with payment due by Nov. 30. 
Any SWDCMA customer who has not 
yet received this bill should call the 
office at 610-494-1335 to request one 
to avoid late fees. 
Payments can be made by mail to P.O. 
Box 2466, Aston PA 19014 or 
dropped off at the sewer authority 
office at 1 Gamble Lane, Aston, 
Monday thru Friday, from 8am-4pm. 
Credit or debit card payments can be 
made online at www.swdelcoma.org 
for a small convenience fee. 
Customers who cannot pay their bill in 
full can call the office to set up 
payment terms. 

*** 
Township Manager Gets Assistant 

Aston resident George Needles III has 
been hired to serve as a part-time 
administrator assistant to Township 
Manager/Secretary Dick Lehr. After 
passing a physical and drug test, 
Needles will join the township office 
staff on Nov. 7. 

*** 
Read an expanded version of 
each month's newsletter at 

www.astontownship.net 
*** 

St. Joseph's Celebrates 60 Years 
In October, St. Joseph's Parochial 
School celebrated its 60th anniversary 
of service to Aston residents. Father 
Robert Vogan presided over the 
school's rededication ceremony, and 
was joined by Principal Anne Cook 
and two famous alumni - former pro 
baseball players Glenn and Ben Davis. 
A special 60th Anniversary Day will 
be held at the school on Dec. 7. 

*** 
Township Mourns Losses 

A moment of silence was held at 
commissioners' Oct. 19 meeting to 
remember commissioners' family 
members who recently passed away. 
Among the deceased are 
Commissioners' President Jim 
Stigale's mother, Viola Haug; Fourth 
Ward Commissioner Gary Robinson's 
mother, Gladys Baxter; Third Ward 
Commissioner Mark Osborn's relative, 
Bob Birney, a longtime Aston fire 
company member; and former Second 
Ward Commissioner Jeff Pilla's 
brother, John Pilla. 

The recent passing of Tom 
Calvecchio, director of facilities for 
the Penn-Delco School District for the 
past five years, was also lamented by 
board members. 
"Their presence will be sadly missed," 
stated Second Ward Commissioner 
Carol Graham. 

*** 
American Legion Auxiliary 

Names Officers 
The American Legion Auxiliary of 
Green Ridge Memorial Post 926 is 
proud to announce the following 
members as its 2011-2012 officers: 
Lorie Smith, president; Pat June, vice 
president; Maryann Carpinelli, 
treasurer; Maryanne Bradly, secretary;  
Judy Sexton, chaplain; Bea Burrell, 
historian; and Janet Yost and Ruth 
Muraska as sergeants at arms. 
To join the Auxiliary for another year 
of helping veterans and their families, 
call Judy Sexton at 610-868-8762. 

*** 
Students Learn Fire Prevention 

During National Fire Prevention Week 
(Oct. 9-15), firefighters from the 
Aston-Beechwood Fire Co. met with 
students from Aston Elementary and 
St. Francis de Sales schools to teach 
some of the basics of fire safety. 
Students prepared for the visit with a 
coloring contest, sponsored by Zac's 
Hamburgers at Five Points, where the 
winners were displayed. 
The contest winners were:  
Aston Elementary, Kindergarten: 
Emma Sweede (1st place), Avery 
Landis (2nd), and Sara Lillis (3rd). 
Aston Elementary, First Grade: 
Megan Saunders (1st place), Emily 
Penzone (2nd), and Hayden Micun 
(3rd). 
St. Francis de Sales: Gus Opdenaker 
and Sara Ciocco (1st place), Sara 
Roach and Courtney Tonn (2nd), 
and Moria Donnelly and Shea 
Flemming (3rd). 
Among the safety techniques taught 
were Stop, Drop, and Roll, and Cover 
Your Face; What to do when you hear 
a smoke detector go off; and Go Low 
and Go to escape a burning building. 
The grade-schoolers practiced these 
skills at the A-BFC's new Fire 
Prevention Station, then checked out 
fire trucks and received junior fire 
helmets and fire safety bags. 
To view photos of the contest winners, 
go to astonbeechwood72.com. 

*** 



A-B Firehouse Hosts Karaoke Night 
The Aston-Beechwood Fire Co. will 
be hosting a Karaoke Night from 7-
11pm on Saturday, Nov. 5. Tickets 
are $20 in advance or $25 at the door 
for an evening that will include food, 
beverages, music, singing, and most 
importantly - FUN! Contact Kit Spayd 
at 484-995-3274 for more information. 

*** 
Lions Cook Up Pancake Breakfast 

The Aston Lions Club will be holding 
its semi-annual Pancake Breakfast 
fundraiser at the Community Center 
from 7:30am until noon on Sunday, 
Nov. 6. A complete breakfast of 
flapjacks, scrambled eggs, sausage, 
coffee and juice costs $6 for adults; $5 
for senior citizens; and $4 for children 
12 and under, with children under 2 
admitted free. 
All proceeds will benefit the needy in 
our community. 
To donate food, beverages, dry goods 
or condiments for the breakfast, call 
Ron Cross at 610-497-1067 for a list 
of needed items. 

* 
The Aston Lions Club loans medical 
equipment such as wheelchairs, 
walkers, potty chairs, and shower 
chairs to local residents who need 
them. If anyone has a late model 
wheelchair and would like to donate it 
for use, please call Anthony at 610-
368-3435 or send mail to P.O. Box 
2052, Aston PA 19014. 

*** 
To learn more about 

Aston businesses, visit 
www.astonba.com 

*** 
Historical Society Holds 

Open House At Schoolhouse 
The Aston Township Historical 
Society will be hosting an Open 
House at the historic Village Green 
One-Room Schoolhouse on Old 
Pennell Road from 1-3pm on Sunday, 
Nov. 6. Refreshments will be served 
and ATHS tee-shirts will be for sale. 
For more information, call Pat Smith 
at 610-494-4707. 

* 
Noted author and historian J. Arthur 
Moore will speak about his new Civil 
War book Up From Corinth

*** 

 at the 
next ATHS meeting in the municipal 
building, which starts at 7pm on 
Thursday, Nov. 10. Signed copies of 
the book, which deals with young 

boys serving in the Confederacy, will 
be on sale at the meeting. 

Thanksgiving 
 Trash Schedule 

Township offices will be closed and 
no trash or recycling will be collected 

on Thanksgiving weekend, 
Thursday and Friday, 

Nov. 24 and 25 
* 

Monday and Tuesday's routes will 
be collected on Monday, Nov. 21; 

Wednesday and Thursday's routes will 
be collected on Tuesday, Nov. 22; 

and Friday's routes will be collected 
on Wednesday, Nov. 23. 

*** 

 
Public Meetings and Special Events 

November 7-11, 2011 (Mon-Fri) 
Bulk Trash & Appliance Pick-ups 

 
November 7, 2011 (Monday) 
6:30pm in municipal building 

Public Works Committee Meeting 
 

November 7, 2011 (Monday) 
7:30pm in municipal building 

New Construction Committee Meeting 
 

November 8, 2011 (Tuesday) 
Election Day 

Polls are open from 7am to 8pm 
Please VOTE! 

 
November 9, 2011 (Wednesday) 
6:30pm in municipal building 

Police Committee Meeting 
 

November 9, 2011 (Wednesday) 
7:30pm in municipal building 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
November 11, 2011 (Friday) 

Veterans Day 
Please remember those who serve! 

 
November 15, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm at Aston Public Library 

Library Board Meeting 
 

November 16, 2011 (Wednesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 

November 22, 2011 (Tuesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Zoning Hearing Board Meeting 
 

November 23, 2011 (Wednesday) 
7pm in municipal building 

Planning Commission Meeting 
 

November 24 & 25 (Thurs. & Fri.) 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

Township offices closed; 
No trash or recycling collected 

 
November 29, 2011 (Tuesday) 

7pm in municipal building 
Multi-Ordinance Committee Meeting 

 
December 1, 2011 (Thursday) 

7pm at Community Center 
Friends of Aston Library Meeting 

*** 
Lionesses Host Craft Fair 

The Aston Lioness Club will be 
holding a Craft Fair at the Community 
Center from 10am to 3pm on Sunday, 
Nov. 13. The free event will feature 
refreshments, a wide variety of 
handmade crafts, and free massages 
will be available from 11am to 1pm. 

*** 
Seniors Plan Holiday Get-Togethers 
Aston Senior Citizens' next meeting is 
slated for 10:30am on Thursday, Nov. 
17 at the Aston Community Center. 
Entertainment will be provided by the 
RSVP Legends Band, while a turkey 
dinner is on the menu.  
Membership is open to all Penn-Delco 
residents, ages 55 and over. For more 
ASC meeting information, call Liz 
Anderson at 610-565-5650; for special 
trip information, call Alice at 610-
494-3534. 

*  
The Aston-Chichester Chapter of 
AARP will meet at 10:45am on 
Monday, Nov. 28 at St. James 
Episcopal Church on Concord Road. 
New members are welcome. Dues are 
$10 per year. 
AARP will host a bus trip to 
Tropicana Casino on Tuesday, Nov. 
29 to see the Spirit of Christmas 
show. The $23 per person cost 
includes transportation and show 
ticket. The bus leaves Furey Road in 
Boothwyn at 10:30am. To reserve a 
seat, call Margo at 610-358-0704. 
To learn more about AARP events, 
call President Ruth Brusstar at 610-
494-1534. 

Submit newsletter information by 
the 22nd of the month to 

newsletter@astontownship.net or 
 castarkis@comcast.net 



 
As a cost-saving measure, the use of 

trashcan-size biodegradable paper bags like 
this one will be mandatory for this Fall's 

curbside leaf collection program. Leaf bags 
are available at the municipal building and 
local hardware/home improvement stores. 

*** 
Leaf Collection Process 
Changed To Save $$$ 

To reduce expenses and save taxpayer 
dollars, the township will not be 
providing any type of mechanical 
curbside leaf collections this Fall. 
Raked leaves must now be put out in 
biodegradable paper bags, and placed 
next to regular trash containers for 
collection. Leaf collections will be 
made in a separate truck every 
week on your regular trash day, 
from Oct. 24 thru Dec. 16. 
NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE 
AND NO PLASTIC BAGS WILL BE 
COLLECTED. 
The biodegradable bags are necessary 
to allow composting of all collected 
leaves. The bags can be purchased at 
Home Depot, Lowe's and local 
hardware stores, but are available 
through the township office at a slight 
discount. Bags can be purchased at the 
municipal building (5021 Pennell Rd.) 
during regular business hours at a cost 
of $1.50 for 5 bags; $3 for 10 bags; or 
$4.50 for 15 bags. 

Information on the bagging process 
and alternatives is posted on the 
township website and public access 
TV channel, and literature is being 
made available to residents. 
This Fall will provide an opportunity 
to reduce expenses by an estimated 
$40,000 through this new eco-friendly 
disposal system by reducing overtime 
and not having to purchase new leaf 
vacuum equipment. 
Residents can direct leaf collection 
questions to Roadmaster Russ 
Palmore at 610-494-8005. 

*** 

 
Among the people who keep the Aston Public 
Library on its record-setting pace of service, 
despite recent state funding cuts, are (left to 

right): Library Board Members Michele 
Dormer and Charles Hoyt, Library Director 

Stephen Sarazin, and Board Members 
Madelyn Bush and Cyndi Lopchinsky. 

* 

 
Second Ward Commissioner Carol Graham 

was among those who volunteered as 
children's storybook readers at the library 

on Community Day. 
* 

 
This photo of Tom Mackey reading to his 

daughter Katie was declared the winner of 
the library's The Family That Reads 

Together contest last month. 
* 

Library Holds Drawing Contest 
The Aston Public Library is holding a 
drawing contest! All Delco residents 
are eligible to participate by making 

an illustration depicting the library. 
Original drawings must be turned in to 
the library desk by Dec. 1. There is a 
limit of two entries per person; no 
photos or computer-generated art will 
be accepted; and drawings cannot be 
of copyrighted cartoon characters. 
Include name, address, school grade, 
and phone number on each entry. 
Entries will be judged by the library, 
where the winners will be displayed. 

* 
You can support the library by dining 
at Pizza Hut on Pennell Rd. on 
Monday, Nov. 14 between the hours 
of 4-9pm. Pick up a flyer at the 
library, then present same to your 
server (dining in, take-out, or delivery) 
for a portion of your bill to be donated 
to the Friends of the Library. 

* 
"Lapsit" Infant Storytime, for children 
up to 2 years of age, returns to the 
library on Mondays at 10am in 
November. Parents can register at 
tinyurl.com/astonkidsevents for this 
four-week session. 

* 
Storyteller Ms. Joanne and John 
Howe, owner of Aston Pretzel Boys, 
will host a special program for 
children 3-10 years old on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 at 6:30pm. The 
free event will include refreshments, 
music and songs, jokes and games, 
and a demonstration of how pretzels 
are made. 

*** 

 
Members of Cub Scout Pack 77 from Mt. 
Hope Church recently paid a visit to the 

public meeting room at the municipal 
building, where Second Ward Commissioner 
Carol Graham invited the future community 

leaders to sit at the commissioners' table. 
*** 

No Tick Tock On Clock 
Have you noticed that the time is 
always 9:12 when you pass the Aston 
Township Veterans Memorial Garden 
at Five Points Intersection?  
Truth be told, the four-faced clock's 
main gear simply wore out, causing 
time to apparently stand still. A 
replacement part has been ordered and 
the repair has been scheduled for mid-
December. 



 
Skunks Raising A Stink 

A Goodale Drive resident recently 
came before commissioners to report 
three instances of skunks on her 
property, two of which interfered with 
her going to work. Concerned by the 
frequency of skunk visits, the 
homeowner asked if there was 
anything that the township could do to 
help abate the "escalating problem." 
Unfortunately, there is little that 
township officials can do to address 
the increased appearance of skunks 
this time of year, though the matter 
will be taken under consideration. 
Fall is the season when young skunks 
are being kicked out of their parents' 
nests and forced to find their own 
shelters. The result is a spate of 
skunks roaming around in search of a 
new abode, which often leads to 
odorous territorial conflicts. 
"They're everywhere, not just in 
Aston," advised First Ward 
Commissioner V. Michael Fulginiti, 
whose trash cans have been raided on 
a regular basis by the little stinkers. 

*** 
Emergency Crews At Your Service 

During the month of September, 
volunteers from Green Ridge Fire Co. 
answered 62 fire calls and 16 medical 
alarms, while crews from Aston-
Beechwood Fire Co. and Ambulance 
Corps responded to 39 fire alarms and 
107 ambulance calls. 
That's a total of 101 fire and 123 
medical emergency responses in a 30-
day period, for an average of 7.5 calls 
answered per day. 
Please support Aston's volunteer fire 
companies. The next call they answer 
may be yours. 

*** 

 
To enjoy a delicious pancake breakfast, 

support fundraising for needy families,  and 
see the smiling faces of these Aston Lions 
Club members, stop by the Community 

Center from 7:30am-12pm on Sunday, Nov. 6 

Service Contracts Awarded 
After rebidding two service contracts, 
commissioners awarded the low-
bidders at their Oct. 19 meeting. 
A-1 Traffic Control was awarded the 
contract for painting of roadway line 
striping and crosswalks for $8,005, 
while Kelly's Landscaping got the 
contract for maintenance of retention 
ponds for $3,315. 
In other business, the Corvus Group 
received an annual contract for design, 
maintenance, and hosting of the 
township's website for a base amount 
not to exceed $5,000, with $65/hour 
being paid for additional work. 

*** 
Police Urge Safety Precautions  

Due to recent thefts from vehicles and 
homes, Aston police are advising 
residents to avoid keeping valuables in 
parked vehicles or to lock valuables in 
the trunk. The most common items 
stolen from vehicles are purses, 
wallets, and electronic equipment, like 
laptop computers and GPS units.  
Break-ins have occurred both day and 
night, often targeting unlocked cars or 
homes.  
As a precaution, residents should keep 
vehicle windows closed and doors 
locked, while the doors and windows 
of the house should be locked, as well.  
Whenever possible, park vehicles in a 
well-lit area, and keep the outside of 
your home illuminated. 
Residents should immediately report 
any suspicious persons and/or vehicles 
in their neighborhood by dialing 911. 

*** 
Aston's Role In Cold War Recalled 

Did you know that an underground 
missile complex in Aston helped 
defend the Philadelphia region during 
the Cold War? Research by 
Philadelphia resident Chris Milewski 
has compiled a fascinating history of 
the dozen NIKE missile sites that used 
to ring the city. 
The PH-67 Village Green Base 
Integrated Fire Control area was 
located under the current Pennell 
Elementary School off Route 452, 
while the missiles themselves were 
housed underground at what is now 
Hilltop Elementary School on Cherry 
Tree Road in Upper Chichester. 
To learn more about this bygone era of 
Aston history, visit the website at 
www.ph15.org/ph67. To contribute 
additional information to the website, 
email Milewski at info@ph15.org. 

Lions Offer Social Network 
The Aston Township Lions Club was 
established in 1948 and is now 
looking for a few good men. The 
service organization offers its 
members a social network of 
fellowship that can be beneficial when 
in search of new job opportunities or 
when seeking a chance to participate 
in a community project as a volunteer. 
The relationships you will develop 
with fellow Lions will serve you well 
by expanding your personal network. 
Interested parties can call Bob Hoyt at 
610-517-9362 or send emails to 
charleshoyt01@verizon.net. 

*** 
Consider Scouting For Youth 

Aston is blessed to have active Girl 
Scout, Boy Scout, and Cub Scout 
programs within the township.  
The Boy Scouts of America are 
accepting new registrations for local 
Cub Scout Packs and Boy Scout 
Troops. Boys ages 7 to 10 (first grade 
thru fifth grade) are eligible for Cub 
Scouts, while ages 11 to 17 can be 
Boy Scouts. 
Call Barry Pinkowicz at 610-494-5294 
or send email to barrypnk@aol.com 
to express your interest. 

*** 
Eagle Scouts Need Projects 

Boy Scout Troop 225 Scoutmaster 
Glenn Clark is asking Aston residents 
to come up with worthwhile 
community, church, or school 
improvements that might serve as 
senior projects for future Eagle 
Scouts. Call Clark at 610-494-3573. 

*** 
To stay informed during 

emergencies, residents should 
check updated postings on 

cable Channel 10 and on the 
township website. 

*** 
Electronic Recycling Event 

Deemed Success 
An opportunity to recycle old 
electronic equipment on Oct. 15 drew 
many participants to the Community 
Center. In cooperation with e-Force 
Compliance of Philadelphia, Aston 
residents were able to properly dispose 
of 15 tons of items such as computers, 
printers, monitors, and TVs at no cost. 
Encouraged by the successful event, 
the township will be hosting another 
electronic recycling day in the Spring. 

*** 



If any resident knows of 
an Aston veteran who is 

returning home from 
overseas duty, please 

notify the township office 
of the expected date and 
time of arrival, so that a 

red carpet welcome 
can be organized.  

*** 

 
* 

Scouts Praised For 9/11 Service 
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Girl 
Scouts from Aston hosted a memorial 
ceremony at the Veterans Memorial 
Garden at Five Points Intersection on 
Sept. 11 (Patriot's Day) to pause and 
reflect on the 10th anniversary of 
deadly terrorist attacks on America.  
At the Board of Commissioners' Sept. 
21 meeting, the vital service that the 
ceremony provided to the community 
was unanimously applauded. 
"The scouts did an outstanding job 
with the commemoration ceremony," 
noted Commissioners' VP Michael 
Higgins. "It was both professional and 
well-run." 
Special acknowledgement was given 
to vocalist Lindsay Ronaldson, Master 
of Ceremonies/Bag-piper Kevin Gane, 
the Sun Valley ROTC color guard, 
and Father Vogan of St. Joseph's 
Church     and     Pastor     McGill    of 
Mt. Hope United Methodist Church. 
A 9/11 on-campus performance of the 
Neumann University Concert Chorale, 
presenting "Peace and Love in the 
World," was also appreciated by 
commissioners. 
Boy Scout Troop 225 Leader Barry 
Pinkowicz was among the event 
organizers who were praised. 
Pinkowicz in turn expressed his 
gratitude to local fire companies, the 
Aston PD, local veterans and other 
community service organizations, and 
a host of township employees. 

"Everybody came together just for that 
one day, and it was nice that, after 10 
years, everybody still remembers," 
said Pinkowicz. 

* 

 
During the 9/11 service at the Aston 

Township Veterans Memorial Garden, a 
memorial arch was formed by ladder trucks 

from Green Ridge and Lima Fire Cos. 
*** 

Recycling Reduces Trash Fees 
The amount Aston residents pay for 
trash processing depends on the total 
tonnage collected and how much trash 
tonnage is reduced through recycling. 
***Please note: All recyclables must

Different types of recyclable items can 
be co-mingled in a recycling can, but 
newspapers should be bundled or 
bagged and placed next to the can. 

 
be  separated   from   regular  trash.  

Recycling collections for the 
combined months of August and 
September 2011 totaled 124.8 tons of 
comingled items collected curbside, 
18.4 tons of newspaper dropped off at 
the municipal building container, 346 
lbs. of aluminum cans collected by the 
Aston Lions Club, 2.6 tons of scrap 
metal, and 725 gallons of used motor 
oil, all of which generated a total 
township revenue of $7,968. 

*** 
Keep Trash Cans Curbside 

On Trash Day Only 
Township officials are reminding 
residents that an Aston ordinance 
mandates that trash and recycling 
collection containers should not be 
placed curbside more than 24 hours 
prior to the scheduled pick-up time
Furthermore, empty trash containers 
must be 

. 

removed from curbside the 
same day that collections are made

'Neighbors Helping Neighbors' 
Food Pantry Needs Help 

. 

The Aston Township Community 
Center on Concord Road is now being 
utilized as a food pantry collection 
depot that will help feed dozens of 
local families and children. 
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
network has already recruited Giant, 
the Aston Police Department, the 
Penn-Delco School District, and other 
Aston organizations that want to help. 
Non-perishable food items can be 
dropped off at the Community Center 
any day of the week during business 
hours. Community Center staff will 
securely store all donations. 
All donated items (including gift 
cards, individual cans or cases of 
food) will be distributed to needy local 
families, as contributions allow in the 
coming months. 
"The need has, unfortunately, been 
increasing, and our food bank is 
starting to dwindle," Commissioners 
President Jim Stigale recently stated. 
"So if anyone wants to contribute non-
perishable goods during business 
hours at the Community Center, it 
would be much appreciated." 
Aston residents who know of a 
neighbor in need should contact 
Stigale. 

*** 
Comcast Offers Internet Discounts 

A new program from Comcast Cable 
called Internet Essentials will help 
low-income households enjoy home 
computer use and Internet access. 
All families that have an annual 
income of less than $30,000 and 
households with children who receive 
free lunches through the National 
School Lunch Program qualify to take 
advantage of this offer, provided they 
have not had Comcast Cable service in 
the last 90 days and do not have 
overdue invoices or unreturned 
Comcast equipment. 
Under this program, a computer can 
be purchased for $149.99, plus tax; 
free Internet training will be provided; 
and the cost of online service is just 
$9.95 per month, plus tax. There are 
no activation fees or equipment rental 
fees, and the price for service will 
never go up. 
To sign up or to get more information, 
call Comcast toll free at 1-885-8-
INTERNET (1-885-846-8376) or 
visit www.InternetEssentials.com. 

*** 



Free Smoke Detectors 
To learn how to receive a free smoke 

detector for your home, visit 
www.astonbeechwood72.com  

*** 

 
Bookmark Contest Winner Casey 

Butterworth (above) and Aston Public 
Library Board Vice-President Harry Hill III 

(below) both support the library's READ! 
program. 

 
* 

To become a Friend of the 
Library, go to 

www.astonlibrary.org and click 
on "Join Our Friends" to send in 

your information. 
* 

You can follow the Aston Public 
Library on Facebook by visiting 

www.facebook.com/astonlibrary. 
*** 

Medical Waste Requires 
Special Disposal 

Residents who generate medical waste 
are reminded to take all biohazardous 
material to a special disposal facility 
or return it to the place of purchase for 
proper disposal. 
Please do not try to drop off medical 
waste at either of the township's fire 

companies, and DO NOT PLACE 
IN TRASH CANS WITH 
REGULAR TRASH, as this 
represents a danger to public works 
department personnel. 
Questions regarding medical waste 
disposal can be directed to Aston 
Township Deputy Health Officer 
James Talbot at 610-494-0384. 

*** 
Useful Tips For 

Stormwater Management 
The ultimate goal of stormwater 
management is to enable rainwater to 
soak into the ground to recharge the 
groundwater table. Here are a few tips 
that will help achieve that purpose and 
minimize the impact of heavy rains. 
-Replace paved surfaces (concrete and 
blacktop) with blocks or pavers with 
gravel- or grass-filled voids. The open 
surfaces absorb rainwater and reduce 
runoff. 
-Direct surface water to seepage areas 
by channeling gutter downspouts to 
mulched or stone seepage beds or 
grassy areas of the yard. 
-Collect rainwater for later use. By 
funneling downspouts into rain 
barrels, an ample supply of rainwater 
can be held for lawn and garden 
watering during dry periods. 
-Plant more trees, shrubs, and flowers 
to intercept runoff and promote 
absorption. Deep-rooted plants collect 
rainwater better than mowed lawns. 

*** 

To maintain a safe 
environment for children, 
all residents, and especially 
those living near schools, 
are urged to dial 911 or 

call the Aston PD at  

to report any suspicious activity. 
610-497-2633 

*** 
Library Friends Need 
Community Support 

The Friends of the Aston Public 
Library is a volunteer organization 
whose primary purpose is to support 
the library through fundraising and by 
increasing awareness of library 
services. The group meets at 7pm in 
the Community Center on the fourth 
Thursday of most months to plan 
upcoming events and discuss new 
ideas to support their mission. 

Due to recent state funding cuts, the 
library cannot continue to operate 
without community support. If 
keeping library services available to 
the public is important to you, please 
consider attending a FAPL meeting. 

*** 

 
The food was going fast at Community Day, 
keeping Township Manager Dick Lehr and 
Aston Business Association President Eileen 
Nelson busy as hot dog cookers, while Chief 
Dan Ruggieri flipped burgers on the grill.  

* 

 
A mechanical bull ride  - which was not as 

easy as it looked - was a new feature at 
Community Day this year...  

* 

 
...while colorful pumpkin painting returned. 

 
The creative work of face-painters could be 

seen everywhere at Community Day X. 

 
*** 


